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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BITTEL, FRONDIZI, GHIOLDI STATE POLITICAL VIEWS 
Bittel: Patriotic Party Accord Needed 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 14 Aug 82 p 26 


[Interview with Justicialist vice president Deolindo Bittel by Diego Dulce; date 
and place not specified] 


[Text] The notary, Deolindo Bittel, vice-president of the Justicialist Party, 
expressed the view that, instead of a military-civilian agreement, all the politi- 
cal parties should sign an historic commitment to uphold democracy, before the 
transfer of the government in 1984. In the dialog with CONVICCION, the former 
governor of Chaco advised that the Muil.tiparty's convocation would remain in effect 
during the democratic era as a polit‘cal support for the institutional period. 


Before 1984 


[Question] A few days ago, you claimed that the democratization process is threatened 
by those who want to establish a dictatorship. Who are those individuals, and 
where has the intention originated? 


[Answer] For many years in this country, every time there have been attempts at 
democratization, and even when the popular majorities were governing, there has 

been a desire to stop the process, in order to set up a military dictatorship. I 

am concerned about the rumors in the streets, but I have no concrete signs; although 
some people have mentioned military sectors, despite the fact that President Bignone 
confirmed to the Rural Association that the institutionalization is irreversible, 
and I am glad of that. I don't want to be a harbinger of bad omens; I merely wish 
to notify those who were bent on that position that this is what is most feasible 
for the country. The only way in which the Armed Forces can serve the country will 
be by fulfilling the goal of returning to a stable, federal, republican, representa- 
tive democracy which the people are expecting. 





[Question] Do you think that any kind of social upheaval could occur before March 
1984? 


[Answer] Several aspects must be considered in this respect. We are already 
beginning to observe movements of housewives, called "the empty purse" movements, 
and this is something that the government must take very seriously. The people are 

















not bad; they must eat in order to live. Many things can be postponed: luxury 
items, going to the movies or to soccer games, doing without entertainment and 
wearing rags; but one cannot stop eating. At the present time, the wages earned 
by those who are active and the compensation received by those who are retired do 
not suffice to meet the household's minimal needs. It is a truly alarming situa- 
tion, and if the national government does not adopt suitable measures, an eruption 
could occur. It is not easy to find a solution for the situation that the country 
is experiencing, but some solution must be implemented, to prevent its being 
fueled by the perpetual agitators that are always present. 


[Question] If those measures which, in your opinion, are essential should not be 
adopted and a disturbance should break out, would the democratic solution be 
jeopardized? 


[Answer] This is a matter for those responsible for leading the country, and it 

is also a matter for reflection by the Argentine people, although it may be diffi- 
cult to ask a hungry people to meditate. We must strive for the country's institu- 
tionalization, because through it there will be a reestablishment of the people's 
sovereignty and economic independence, which must allow for an authentic distribu- 
tion of the wealth, and hence social justice. I also think that the Argentine 
people must become conscious of the fact that the mere act of the election does 
not settle the problem. Very difficult times are in store for the Argentine 
Republic, because this country has been virtually demolished. The political 
parties are seeking an equitable distribution of the burdens. 


[Question] Are the results of these months of General Bignone's government positive? 


[Answer].He has started a policy that is well oriented in the sense that it seeks 
to change an economy based on speculation into a different one based on production. 
The greatest emphasis should be placed on the effort to assist the less affluent 
sectors and to arbitrate the means for having the wage-earners stop suffering from 
deprivation of all kinds. An effort shared by the entire republic will have to 

be expended. 


The Multiparty Entity 


[Question] Some have claimed that the Mult.uparty entity resulted from an express 
agreement with the gover-iment of Gen Roberto Viola.... 


[Answer] By no means; that is totally false. As eloquent testimony thereof, I 
have kept a copy of a letter sent to a friend in 1976, when he was incarcerated 

in my house. In it, I told him that the new system that was being afforded the 
country should lead to the formation of a Multiparty entity, and even a multi- 
sectorial one. This was a result of what had been discussed during the last term 
of the constitutional government with Dr Ricardo Balbin, when an attempt was being 
made to prevent the coup d'etat, which had already been announced during the first 
half of March. 


[Question] The Multiparty entity had set for its fundamental goal the attainment 
of the country's democratization. This already exists, and now what purpose does 
it serve? 














[Answer] The democratization has been announced, but it has not yet been achieved. 
Therefore,we shall meet periodically to analyze events and support the intention 
of institutionalization. Once the constitutional government has been installed, 
it will be preserved, for the concrete purpose of maintaining the legitimately 
elected authorities and definitively entrenching democracy, creating an authentic 
republican coexistence among all Argentines. 


[Question] A multiparty electoral front? 


[Answer] It is too early to discuss the matter, because none of us (the heads of 
the parties) exercises legitimate representation. That may be discussed after the 
parties’ internal elections, when the leaders have a real mandate from the rank 
and file. 


[Question] Is March 1984 a good date for the transfer of the government? 


[Answer] It is a date; it would be ideal if this were to occur earlier. The essen- 
tial thing is for the parties to become reorganized quickly, in sufficient time 

for the internal process to raise to the leadership real politicians who have 
backing from the rank and file. 


Agreement or Pact? 
[Question] Should a military-civilian agreement take place? 


[Answer] This is a story that I do not understand. The military-civilian agreement 
should occur through the Constitution. When the latter is upheld and there is 
governing according to its laws, at that time the convergence will be achieved. 

If the question relates to the formalization of accords before the turnover of 

the government in March 1984, I am disqualified from expressing my views, because 

I am currently exercising a temporary mission. That matter must be taken up by 

the legitimate authorities. 


[Question] Are you, on the other hand, in favor of a pact among the parties? 


[Answer] Not a pact, but rather a patriotic accord before 1984. In this connection, 
there are countries that could be cited as an example. For instance, Colombia and 
Venezuela, after having experienced many years of disputes, including those between 
the parties and the Armed Forces, converged in accords to stabilize the country. 

It is an accomplishment that must be considered for the future. It should be made 
clear that the political parties do not wish to destroy the Armed Forces, but rather 
to coexist with them, provided they adhere to the role that the Constitution has 
established for them. 


[Question] Will you offer to run as a candidate in the next internal contest of the 
Justicialist Party? 


[Answer] I have not yet made a decision. My mission is to fulfill the goal of 
reorganization and to give assurance, flatly and categorically, that we want a 
fair game and guarantees for a’l the Peronists to be able to express themselves 
freely, and without pressure of any kind. I have had an honest career and good 
conduct, demonstrated at the time when I was vice-governor and twice governor of 











my province (Chaco). I have managed to coexist with the Peronists and also with 
the other parties. I am not a product of appointment by fingering or fraud, and 

I maintain that there can be no democracy in this country if the political parties 
are not democratic. 


[Question] Do you maintain any type of communication with the former President 
Maria Estela de Peron? 


[Answer] I have none. 


[Question] Then would you have more underground relations with the government than 
with...? 


[Answer] No, no, no. I have ne connections with the government, either undergrounl 
or on the surface. 


Frondizi Warns of Social Eruption 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 13 Aug 82 p 28 


[Interview with MID head, Dr Arturo Frondizi, by Julio C. Macchi; date and place 
not specified] 


[Text] "If we want democracy, we must demand right now a change in the essential 
policy," declared the former president of the nation, Dr Arturo Frondizi, in an 
interview that he granted to CONVICCION. 


It has been a very long time since the head of the Integration and Development 
Movement [MID] made himself available fcr an interview with the press. In this 
instance, the meeting allowed the political leader to express his views on the 
economic issue, the Multiparty entity's electoral chances, the National Front 
and Argentina's future. 


The interview is published below. 
Social Eruption 


[Question] Why is MID the party with the most pessimist*c view concerning the © 
holding of the elections announced by the government? 


[Answer] Because we view the political process as I think it should be viewed, as 

a total pehnomenon. We do not‘separate the institutional aspect from the essential 
policy; and with the present socioeconomic orientation which, with some adjustments, 
is a continuation of the Martinez de Hoz model, there are very serious possibili- 
ties that a social eruption may occur and, consequently, a totalitarian adventure 
which would hamper the process of constitutional normalization under the pretext 

of restoring order. In any event, we do not fail to point out the extreme instabi- 
lity of a civilian government that inherits what this policy will be leaving, 

| either. Hence, if we want democracy, we must demand right now a change in the 
essential policy. The anxiety of the workers without jobs and with starvation 
wages, and the collapse of the productive system, are not matters dissociated 

from politics and democracy. 




















[Question] During the past few days there has been speculation regarding statements 
attributed to you to the effect that the Multiparty entity should establish an 
electoral front with a Radical-Peronist slate. Is this so, or will MID run with 
its own candidates? 


[Answer] It is untrue that I have proposed this; there was a distortion of a theo- 
retical hypothesis that I made concerning what might happen if certain conditions 
were to occur. Actually, I do not observe those conditions having occurred. We 
are not reneging on the notion of a National Front, of a solution that would recon- 
cile the various forces, such as we launched far in advance at the end of the 
1950's. But as the political process has evolved, it is my opinion that, if it 
wants to contribute to that coinciding of political desires, not confined to the 
electoral realm, but rather to solutions, the best thing that MID could do is to 
set itself up vigorously as a party with all the features of a party, including 
that of offering its own candidates for all the posts. We are in a very good 
position to do so; we have received large numbers of people who want to join our 
ranks and militate on behalf of our ideas. 


Furthermore, I could hardly have proposed making a slate which, under the present 
conditions, would mean confirming the flav in the electoral process that I indicated 
to you in my first question. This does not mean that, if there are elections, we 
shall not engage in battle therein. We shall do so in all areas. But the candida- 
cies now could weaken the protest not only over the fraud in election management. 
that might be attempted, but also the fraud of the country's continuing to put up 
with this policy. 


[Question] If you were to run with your own candidates, would you be a candidate 
for the presidency of the nation again? In Latin America, many leaders have return- 
ed to the presidency after many years. Belaunde Terry is one example. 


[Answer] I have already enjoyed all the honors; now, my only interest, so long as 
God gives me strength, is to work as I have always done for the country. I am not 
discussing candidacies. 


Coalition Government 


[Question] Do you think it is possible to form a coalition government in the next 
Parliament, based upon the Multiparty entity? 


[Answer] It seems impossible to me to make such a conjecture, with all the diffi- 
culties that exist for our achieving that Parliament and for its being able to 
gouesn, I repeat, we are advocates of agreements, and the fundamental aspect of 
the 5s rhe program that would be implemented, and not the manner in which the 
agreement is reached. But I would have to wait until things develop more, to 
make a judgment. 


[Question| Based on the hypothesis that your party may return to the government, 
would it be more difficult to govern now than it was when you did so in 1958? 


[Answer] In one sense more difficult, and in another, easier. At present, the 
crisis in the country has reached an extremely serious point, despite the fact 




















that we had to confront a highly critical situation in 1958. But, on the other 
hand, there is a political maturity that did not exist then. We introduced new 
ideas, which raised a tide of opposition and which our raging foes of that time 
have adopted today. We proposed the elimination of the Peronism/anti-Reronism 
contradiction; we proposed putting the country's relations along the line of the 
circumstances calling for coexistence between the superpowers (I remember the 
uproar that was raised when we proposed what the Galtieri government proposed a 
short time ago, namely, that the "case" of Cuba should not depart from the intex- 


- American orbit); we proposed the cooperation of private capital with YPF [Govern- 


ment Oil Deposits] tv achieve self-supply (this matter would not evoke now the 
misunderstanding that it caused in its time); we brought up the isswe of foreign 
capital, the integration of agriculture with industry in terms of its cagitaliza- 
tion and not the old reformism, free education and, in short, a series of ideas 
which shook off the ideological paralysis that had lasted for decades, and which 
would facilitate matters now. Moreover, there now exists the legacy of our expe- 
rience during the period 1958-62, during which, simultaneously undertaking the 
process of development with the attack on the fiscal deficit, we curbed inflation 
and increased investment to levels that have not yet been equalled. 


New Historical Era 


[Question] With Balbin and Peron deceased, do you think that the political Argen- 
tina is embarking on a new historical era? 


[Answer] In a very general sense, it could be said that it was, owing to the great 
influence that they had. But historical science has shown the limitation on lead- 
ers to twist the objective course of events. Deepseated changes are needed in 
Argentina, and a persistent, organized strvgegie by the peopie to accomplish then, 
so as to create conditions for definitively surmounting the crisis, which has 
always been recurrent. In the construction of that Argentina of the future, it 
will be necessary to take the contributions that Peronism and Radicalism have 
made, and to integrate them into new concepts. The desire of the Radicals for 
suffrage as an expression of the wil) is valid, and so is the cause of social 
justice raised up by the Peronists; but those objectives must be integrated into 
others in order to reach the full development of the nation‘s potential. It 

seems to me to be mistaken to ignore those two expressions of the political reality 
and, at the same time, it seems to me to be mistaken to confine the political 
reality to those two expressions. 


[Question] Why is MID viewed as an economicist party? 


{Answer} Because there are very powerful groups and interests which benefit from 
the maintenance of the traditional economic system, and trigger campaigns of 
psychological action such as that. Those groups,and interests like the idea 

of having the politicians be merely some gentlemen who talk only about affiliates, 
elections, statutes, procedures, banking, etc. We are a complete party, with a 
calling for power and with very clearcut ideas on what must be done with the 
power later. 





























Ghioldi Foresees Broad Electoral Front 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 9 Aug 82 p 12 


{Interview with PSD head, Americo Ghioldi, by Diego Dulce; date and place not 
specified] 


{Text} According to the head of the Social Democratic Party, Prof Americo Ghioldi, 
“it is quite likely" that groups which in their time backed the process will 
establish an electoral front to prevent "the country from becoming confined to 
distributive alternatives" of Justicialism and Radicalism. 


In a dialog with CONVICCION, he expanded upor his proposal for a historic military- 
civilian commitment to achieve permanent political stability in the country. 


1984 


[Question] Do you think that 1984 will be the year of the definitive democratization 
of the country? 


[Answer] For the present, I think so. And this is based upon my belief thet it 
could be so. But I also reason that, since the Armed Forces are broken up and 
disconnected, another situation has been created for them to dissociate themselves 
from power inevitably. For all these reasons, and owing to the absolute need for 
the country to return to institutions, I believe so. In 1930, a door opened 
through which force entered violently to govern, and no one and nothing has been 
able to close it until now. 


[Question] Could there be unsurmount.able obstacles before March 1984? 


{Answer} Between now and a year and a half from now, the main problem could be the 
serious economic situation and poverty that the country is experiencing. And this 
is an upset to the mind whereby people conduct themselves erratically. There is 
impatience that could help to create critical situations or times. I believe that 
there is rashness among certain political leaders, when they engage in agitation 
that covld end in riots. Fortunately, to my way of thinking, the responsible 
politicians in the Justicialist, Radical and Social Democratic Parties, the Man- 
rique group and the conservatives are talking about discretion and good sense. 
There are, in some of those parties, individuals who have gone to excess in 
declaring their aspirations during public meetings; chiefly Justicialist leaders. 


Coups d'Etat 





JQuestion] You refer to the fact that the military forces entered the stage of 
power in 1930 through violence, but how many times did your party go to "knock 
on the doors" of the barracks? 


[Answer] The only time that I, personally, have promoted the Armed Forces’ inter- 
vention was under General Peron'’s government, in its first phase; but not in 
1976. At that time, in view of the facts, we said that the power had collapsed, 
and was non-existent; we explained and justified the action of the force. 











[Question) To preserve the forthcoming democracy, which will be weak, would it 
not be necessary to promote legislation against those sectors which encourage 
coups d'etat? 


[Answer] Precisely in consideration of the future, a few weeks ago I made public 

a 10-point document aimed at preserving the government that comes into existence, 
so that it may complete the 6 years stipulated in the Constitution; because I 

think that the key to our very prolonged crisis has consisted of the fact that 

the key number in our Constitution, namely, number "six," has not been implemented, 
either because it has been impossible to implement or because its implementation 
was not desired. And that is the key to stability. So long as we fail again to 
restore the golden number to its throne, there will be imbalance, not only in 

the political power, but also in the economic forces, the military and the military. 
For this purpose, I have proposed an alliance which I have called a "historic 
commitment" of the parties, including the creation of a fuse (the prime minister) 
so that, in case of emergency during the next few years, there will be no real 
reasons or reasons serving as an excuse for the Armed Forces' intervention. 


[Question] In the same document, you propose that the election of a president be 
combined between the political and military forces. For when is that executive, 
now or in 1984? 


[Answer] At the end of 1983, or in 1984. And that does not mean the creation of 
an intermediate level of authority preceding: full democracy, because we shall 
hold the elections set by the present government, and my proposal is meant for 
that phase. It should not be thought that this would mean giving more power to 
the Armed Forces than that assigned them by the Constitution. During the past 
50 years, we have had governments of military origin and governments of civilian 
origin, through elections, which at times were good, at times were fair and at 
times were bad. And that is the historic reality, that of two forces which have 
built and destroyed governments; and I think that this is the time to find a 
point at which the two forces may be bound to a historic commitment, so that the 
next government may last for the 6 years. 


The Multiparty Entity 


[Question] What is your opinion of the Multiparty entity? 





[Answer] The Multiparty entity has been changing objectives, and I don‘t know 
whether it has yet finished determining its ultimate goal. It has set itself up 
as a shock force against the military government. The operation of the Multiparty 
entity coincides more or less with the demise of Ricardo Balbin. It is as if it 
wanted soon to be the one representing the entire Argentine society, thus removing 
the function which, theoretically, is to be assigned to a government: the union of 
the parties,the workers and the youth with the priests, the military and "tutti 
cuanti." This is how it came into being but, with the passage of time, the Multi- 
party entity has been expressing opinions on economic or political events; and, at 
this point, it will have to determine whether the Justicialists will run in the 
elections alone and whether the Radicals will do so independently as well. In my 
opinion, the Multiparty entity caused a state of confusion, because it brought a 
group originating with antirepublican, authoritarian regimes in contact with a 
party having a democratic historical tradition. That is the creation of a reign 
of confusion in Argentina. 














[Question] On the other hand, has ycur party held talks with other groups? 


[Answer] The Social Democratic Party thinks that those who, essentially, have 
not had antirepublican positions and are not members of the Multiparty entity 
must seek the necessary similar groups to constitute an alternative to the 
Multiparty entity, which wants to have among its members the most and the least. 


[Question] And what about the Multiparty entity's economic, social and political 
program? 


[Answer] You know that there is a great deal of "bluff" in the area of economic 
programs, etc. Most of the time, it develops into "phraseology" that could be 
common to one group or another, and yet they cannot take a stand on major, key 
points. 


Electoral Front 


[Question] Could the parties comprising the "tripartite" group (Social Democratic, 
Christian Democratic and Progressive Democratic) ever form an electoral front? 


[Answer] It is not yet known, but it is quite likely that they could. It is our 
intention that there be an expansion with other civilian groups. I don't know 
whether the Popular Federalist Force, or Popular Line could be included. In 
addition, there are personages and figures which represent an asset by themselves 
alone, for example, Francisco Manrique; in short, an expansion with sectors which 
do not belong to the Multiparty entity and which are in favor of the historical 
and, of course, democratic, constitutional republic. It is an attempt to create 
another political option, and not to have the country confined to one distributive 
alternative, that of Justicialists and other sectors. 


[Question] What is your opinion of the draft of the Statute on Political Parties? 


[Answer] That the military do not understand politics. Up until 3 days before, 

it was thought that the already recognized parties still held that position, but 
later this was changed, and now a new affiliation is required. A great effort is 
demanded of us smaller parties: to seek everyone again. I am convinced that the 
Statute is more concerned over dealing with the Justicialists' internal problems. 


2909 
CSO: 3010/2314 














COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


LIBERALIZATION SEEN AS LUDWIG MISSION IN PLANALTO 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Aug 82 p 7 
[Article by Carlos Chagas: "Liberalization, Ludwig's New Mission"] 


[Text] In two statements given to the press after the announcement of 

General Joao Figueiredo's decision to transfer him from the Education Ministry 
to the position of chief of the Military Household, General Rubem Ludwig 
supplied the key to the principal reason that is taking him to Planalto 
Palace. 


On the 13th, in Rio, confirming the offer from the president of the republic, 
he compared political liberalization to the tender plant of which Octavio 
Mangabeira spoke when he referred to democracy: "It is not liberalization 
that is fragile. It is the political awareness of our people that is 
fragile. Tha is why we need to concern ourselves with that plant. A solid 
political system undoubtedly requires more time than we have had up to now." 


On the 17th, in Brasilia, announcing his installation for the following 
Tuesday, he added: "The Military Household of the Presidency has political 
elements, like all the functions of government. It will be important for 
it to direct itself also to political liberalization." 


It is necessary to delve and translate what are seemingly unpretentious 
references to the obvious, that is, to the general support given to political 
liberalization. Because unpretentious, they are not. Each of Ludwig's 

words was weighed and measured when he referred to the subject. If not an 
"Exocet" missile, it at least was an accurate torpedo fired by him with a sure 
aim even before he assumed office. He is going to the Military Household 
with a specific mission precisely coordinated with President Figueiredo, 

who in turn may have been inspired by some comment of former President Geisel: 
To defend liberalization where it needs to be defended. To serve as a shield 
or even a counterweight against sectors, that, while exhalting the country's 
return to democracy, set or will set such conditions for its development that 
may at a given moment become obstacles. 


As a liaison between the Planalto Palace and the military area, General 
Ludwig's role will be essential in the task of making it clear to the military 
in the background what are the dimensions and the trends of liberalization 
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as well as its inflexibility, certainly broader than some palace or other 
groups would desire. That requirement only hinted at in the statements of 
the almost former education minister leads to some considerations. 


First, that if the president felt the need to move to the Military Household 
someone of his stature who was conducting an administration praised by 
everyone, it was because he needed him. He felt the direction of the wind, 
pondered and even appealed to his comrade, formerly inclined to remain where 
he was but sensitive to fulfilling any mission, especially that one of 
obvious magnitude. 


So the advance departure of General Danilo Venturini from the Military 
Household and of General Rubem Ludwig from the Education Ministry, in 

August, when both could have remained in their current positions at least 
until November can also be explained. It is in that month that he would leave 
the army active service by force of law, having held a civilian position for 
2 years. The other would have until March 1983 before reaching mandatory 
retirement by virtue of service time, being forced to abandon a position 

that is reserved for an active general officer. Figueiredo found powerful 
reasons for doing earlier what he could have done later. One was the 
importance of strengthening the liberalization process with Ludwig, which 
does not necessarily represent any demerit to Venturini inasmuch as he will 
continue in Planalto Palace as minister extraordinary. A reinforcement 
perhaps. Another, connected with the November elections: if the opposition 
wins in an indisputable, even overwhelming manner, it will be necessary to 
contain intramural and extramural sectors. To fight so that events will be 
absorbed naturally, averting outbursts and strange ideas of undoing the 
decisions and the elections. A third reason is also connected with the 
November election but not related to the elections. It so happens that the 
new promotions in the armed forces will also occur that month. In those 
promotions, the chief of the Military Household, without the power of decision, 
of course, acts in an appreciable manner as a liaison between the thinking 

of the president and that of the high commands. Whether there will or will 
not be a four-star general vacancy in the army. Normally, there will not be 
any but there may be one of an exceptional nature. Everything will depend on 
the president, whether or not he wants to change general-ambassadors. 


Approaching the subject in a more direct manner: it is important for the 
government that the new chief of the Military Household be operating at ease 
and accustomed to his duties, among them the one of strengthening the 
liberalization process, when the time comes to know whether General Coelho 
Netto will or will not get the fourth star. By strict compliance with military 
norms, the answer is negative because no more general of the army vacancies 

are foreseen this year and by March of next year he will have mandatorily 

left active service. However, if special vacancies are opened up by the 
appointment of two generals of the army as ambassadors, the current office 
chief of Minister Walter Pires will have a chance. He is second on the 
promotion list. The ambassador to Iraq, General Samuel Alves Correa, who 

has been in Baghdad for 2 and a half years has already expressed a desire 

to return but since he is fulfilling a mission, he will not take any initiative. 
General Belford Bethlem, ambassador to Paraguay, has been in Asuncion since 

















1979. Minister Walter Pires would like to see his aide promoted and: it is 
worth repeating, everything will depend on President Figueiredo, who in 
either case would have a chief of the Military Household already accustomed 
to his mission. 


It may be imagined that in the course of the work to be carried out by 
Minister Ludwig in Planalto Palace, he will also participate in the 
preliminary work as well as the development of the succession process when 
the time comes. He will not be a candidate and, theoretically, has even 

hurt himself, because if he had continued in education, he would have gone 
into the reserve and would have become a completely civilian minister despite 
his military origin. He could, in the panorama that is developing emerge 

as an alternative, in the manner of Mario Andreazza and Costa Cavalcanti. 
Returning to a military career, he will only appear as a military possibility, 
but since he is a brigadier general and will not get the fourth star until 
after 1985, how many will be ranked ahead of him? 


His participation in the succession process thus will be connected with his 
participation in the political liberalization process. The two parallels 
follow the same pace, for those who imagine that both the cycle of general- 
presidents and the retreats that marked similar situations in the past have 
ended. 


We will not go so far as to suppose that as chief of the Military Household, 
General Rubem Ludwig would constitute an opposite pole to those represented 
by the also palace ministers, Octavio Medeiros, chief of the National 
Intelligence Service (SNI) and Leitao de Abreu, chief of the Civilian 
Household. Despite the instability, President Joao Figueiredo will continue 
to try to keep a balance among his principal aides. The problem (or the 
solution) lies in Ludwig not being considered a man of influence of one or 
the other. He will maintain his own idenity in seeking understanding or 
accommodation with the others. 


With regard to the fourth participant in the so-called "9 am group," 

Minister Delfim Netto, some peculiarities arise. In the Education Ministry, 
Ludwig rose up against budget cuts and restrictions and emerged partially 
victorious when he complained about the inadequate appropriations that Delfim 
Netto had allotted to him. If he did not get everything, he was at least 
partially heeded, and not really to the liking of the minister-chief of the 
Planning Secretariat (SEPLAN). At that time, a year ago, it was acknowledged 
that he would take the matter to its final consequences: he had been called 
to implement a given mission and he would not depart from it, "but when 
someone gives you a mission, he must also give you the means to carry it 
out." And Figueiredo gave them to him, ordering Delfim to make an exception 
and release more credits for education. Now, seated every day at his side 
and participating in the discussion of all the big problems of the momert, 
perhaps the new chief of the Military Household will feel qualified to continue 
to defend more funds for the educational sector when Ms Esther Figueiredo 
Ferraz enters a collision course with the planning minister. That is what he 
also suggested in the statement to the press in Sao Paulo last Thursday. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PT ELECTORAL STRATEGY, PROSPECTS DISCUSSED 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 22 Aug 82 p 2 


[Text] Brasilia--After the meeting of its candidates for governor with the 
national leadership of the party in Brasilia last 4 July, the Workers Party 
(PT) opted for a campaign strategy that is strange, to say the least, because 
it plans to combine a victorious stance toward the elections of the "we 

have already won" type with raising the awareness of the masses, a task that 
requires time and only produces results in the medium and long tern. 


However, there is no imcompatibility except for an apparent one between 

two such disparate positions. Some of the principal leaders of the PT, such 
as Secretary General Jacob Bitar and the leader in the chamber, Deputy 

Airton Soares, are convinced that it is a logical option dictated by the 
reality of the facts, inasmuch as, opposed by the "system," on the one hand, 
and by the “useful vote" campaign on behalf of the candidates of the Brazilian 
Democratic Movement Party (PMDB), on the other, the party is fighting on two 
fronts: one against the enemy, the regime; the other against the adversary, 
the largest opposition party. That is the meaning of the PT's denunciation 
of the "democratic liberalizations" and of theaelection rules resulting from 
the successive "packages." The party believes that only that policy that 
expresses the interest of the workers is in fact an opposition one and should 
rally all sectors that fight to put an end to the dictatorship. 


The election chart that defines the priorities and style of the PT campaign 
can be summarized in four points: 1) Take the program to the workers using 
the election campaign to give continuity to the social struggles and to 
increase the organization and political awareness of the people, tasks that 
will serve to consolidate the party; 2) Become the party that rallies the 
workers around policy that represents the interests and demands of the workers 
and popular movement in the struggle against the dictatorship. In addition to 
that, it seeks to strengthen a political alternative differentiated from the 
bourgeois, liberal opposition, posing the question of political power from 

the point of view of the workers; 3) To participate in the election campaign 
at the side of the workers and popular organizations, unions, the National 
Students Union (UNE), tenants associations, etc.--assuming the demands of the 
masses; 4) To impose an election defeat on the dictatorship and the forces 
that directly or indirectly support the debased election rules. 


13 




















Deputy Freitas Diniz of the PT maintains that there is no inconsistency in 
denouncing the election rules as debased and to participate in the elections, 
seeing that in view of the impossibility of changing them he could not have 
any other choice. 


Whether to try to elect their candidates in a significant number or to 
continue its work of raising the awareness of the people--especially the 
first of those tasks--the PT at the very least keenly feels the lack of the 
necessary resources. It is for that reason that since last week its members 
have been selling party bonds all over the country for the purpose of 
collecting a minimum of 220 million cruzeiros. 


Luis Ignacio da Silva said in his most recent passage through Brasilia on 

the occasion of the PT party meeting that the party will give a demonstration 
of unity because there will not be isolated committees of candidates, much 
less of currents, wings or tendencies. A national committee will be in 
charge of distributing the money collected to the state leaderships, 
considering the local needs. 





Portrayed as the "different" party, the only one that calls the government a 
"dictatorship" in its routine official notes and not only in moments of 
emotional shock, and relegating the constituent assembly to a secondary 
level, the PT goes into the 15 November elections with some identified 
points of support or sympathy--sectors of the Church, unions, students, 
intellectuals--and the hope of an appreciable vote in socio-economic segments 
of the so-called "Class A." This assumption is based among other things on 
the vote given to senatorial candidate Fernando Henrique Cardoso in 
fashionable districts of Sao Paulo in the 1978 elections, when he was 
Supported by the cadres that later joined the PT, plus the fact that he 
himself adapted to the positions and propositions of this party although he 
remained in the PMDB. 


On the conclusion its schedule of regional party conventions on 1 August, the 
PT found candidates for governor in all 22 states where direct elections will 
be held--there will not be any gubernatorial election in Rondonia. 


The national leadership of the PT regrets especially that a vote given to 

its party ticket and the linkage of votes is not valid because if that were 
not so, the number of members of its bloc in the coming legislature could 

be appreciably greater. Since a ticket vote is not valid, the predictions 

of the PT leaders vary greatly: the most pessimistic is around 20 deputies 
and the most optimistic, is 40. The experienced Deputy Thales Ramalho, 
currently in the Social Democratic Party (PDS), calculated, when the number 
of deputies for the next legislature was still 420--at present it is 479--and 
ticket voting was valid, that the PT would get 10 percent of the representation 
in the chamber, that is, between 40 and 45 deputies. Today, the estimates 
are more modest. 





The PT counts on leaving Sao Paulo with a bioc of nine féderal deputies; in 
Rio de Janeiro, its candidates in the major elections believe that it will 
never get less than five deputies. 
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"If the election were held today," said Lysaneas Maciel, the gubernatorial 
candidate, we would get 700,000 votes." Wladimir Palmeira, former student 
leader, coordinator of the protest marches against the government in 1969, 
goes further. He believes that 1 million votes would not be surprising. 
Lysaneas explains: "The PT is a party that ‘caught on’ in Rio, independent 
of our capacity to spread it and that is the only new thing in contemporary 
Brazilian politics." 


The PT counts on getting three deputies in Rio Grande do Sul; one or even 
two in Acre, where its organization considered to be one of the best in the 
country; perhaps two in Espirito Santo. Outside of that, with luck one 

per state, with the exception of Bahia, Sergipe, Rio Grande do Norte and 
Mato Grosso. 


In the major elections, the large vote expected for Luis Iganacio in Sao 
Paulo and the substantial vote for Lysaneas in Rio and Olivio Dutra in Rio 
Grande do Sul will not be enough to elect them, according to a political 
consensus. However, in his most recent passage through Brasilia, former 
Governor Paulo Maluf hazarded a guess: "Lula will get the secong largest 
number of votes in Sao Paulo, after Reynaldo de Barros of the PDS." 


One way or another, the PT men are certain that in these elections, they will 
succeed in gaining the minimum percentages for consolidation of the party, 
which in 1986 will be: 5 percent of the valid votes for the chamber 
throughout the country and at least 3 percent in nine states. In the senate, 
however, it will continue without representation. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


LEFTISTS, PCB MAY REVISE SUPPORT FOR PMDB IN RIO 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Aug 82 p 5 
{Article by Gerardo Mello Mourao] 


[Text] Large sectors of the left, including the Communist Party (PC), are 
threatening to revise the position of support they had been led to give to 
the candidacy of Valdemiro Teixeira--Miro--for the gubernatorial succession 
in the state of Rio. The manifesto of intellectuals and artists, of support 
for the protege of Chagas Freitas, spousored by members of MR-8, displeased 
and irritated precisely the cadres of intellectuals and artists of the PC and 
of other Marxist groups, who resoundingly rejected the document for cultural, 
moral, ideological and even pragmatic reasons. Because with the exception 
of some people committed by budgetary shares distributed by candidate, in 

the PC and the left in general, there is a unanimous feeling of ideological, 
cultural and moral antagonism against a candidate who has Chagas Freitas as 
his "godfather." 


The feeling of moral, cultural and ideological opposition to the candidacy 
negotiated with Chagas Freitas by a dubious bureacratic summit of the PC is, 
morecver, reflected in the painful statement of Composer Chico Buarque: he 
was going to vote with sadness for a bitter decision, decided by an iron 
System on the allegation of a "useful vote." That is, by the surmise that 
Chagas’ candidate, set up as a sort of 100 billion cruzeiro-machine, wauld 

win in any case. So the shame of the alliance would be disguised by victorious 
pragmatism, according to which it appeared better to win in any way, even 
winning with Miro, than losing. 


Now, that false pragmatism collides with the ever clearer reality of a new 
prospect: that of losing with Miro. One of the most important intellectuals 
connected with the Communist Party and a signer of the pro-Miro-Chagas 
manifesto told this reporter only yesterday: "After losing the battle of 
Pavia, Francis I wrote his mother: 'We lost everything except honor.’ With 
that candidacy of Miro, if we lose, we will have lost everything, including 
honor." And then he added, with less erudition and with more sadness: 
"Neither honey, nor calabash." 








In this picture of disappointment, a large number of people are also indignant 
over the improper inclusion of their signatures in the unfortunate manifesto 
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which, furthermore, includes only five or six intellectuals. Besides minor 
figures of cultural life, the majority of the signers are winpvr names that 
have nothing to do with arts zd ietters. (ffiere are, for example, eight 
signers who are not even voters because they do not know how to sign their 
own name and, therefore, did not sign the document that was drafted--poorly 
drafted by someone connected with TW-Globs, 


The fact is that at this moment, 32 signers are asking that their names 

be removed from the document. Three of them have already gone public through 
the newspapers, denouncing as a fraud the inclusion of their signatures on a 
manifesto which they did sS8 Sism ani with which they do not agree. 


Others believe the text of the manifesto itself is inappropriate, with samba 
dancers ab ‘up-SwPooSios 53475 Syviring the representatives of the cultural 
and political intelligentsia of the country to "reflection" (sic), because 
it seems obvious that those signers do not even know the meaning of 
"reflection." 


With regard to ¢fie deffatfon of the candidacy of Valemiro Teixeira--Miro--and 
his lack of oppositionist credibility, some cadres of the PC and the left 
argue tre facr 222 Xrougn al) the candidates of the opposition to the 
government of other states were insistently invited to the convention at 
which the Rio de Janeiro candidacy was launched, they refused to attend and 
to endorse by their presence the name of the Chagas candidate. Franco 
Montoro (also supported by the PC in Sao Paulo) was not in Rio, nor were 
Mauro Benevides, Marcos Freire, Jose Richa, Pedro Simon, or any of the 
important candidates of the PMDB in any state. The Chagas candidate had 
only the lesser presence of the candidates of Amazonas and Espirito Santo. 
The presence of Ulisses Guimaraes itself, forced to attend because of his 
position as party president, was marked by the obvious restraint of the Sao 
Paulo deputy, who was there only out of respect for the "firm." 


All of this is leading to a rapid deterioration of the candidacy of Valemiro 
Teixeira and more than that, to a reexamination of the positions of the 
Communist Party and of the left in general with regard to the support that 
has been given him and which can be withdrawn at any time. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION PLANNING--Rio--Meeting for the first time yesterday in 
Rio, the Proantar Subcommittee charged with the scientific programming for 
the Antarctic admitted the great delay in the program and the short period 
of time it has to prepare another overall program for the occupation of an 
area of the Antarctic continent. before November, the date envisaged for the 
departure of the "Barao de Teffe" oceanographic ship with an expedition of 
31 scientists and 20 crewmen. The 24 researchers and scientists of various 
institutions involved in the program, such as the Brazilian Petroleum 
Corporation (PETROBRAS), the National Space Research Institute of Sao Jose 
dos Campos, the Hydrographic and Navigation Directorate, the National 
Department of Mineral Research and the Interministerial Committee on Sea 
Resources, among others, concluded after analyzing the scientific proposals 
that there was not a defined basic program. Many projects were fragmented and 
were at odds with each other without arriving at a clear objective. The 
Proantar subcommittee decided, therefore, to present a proposal to the 
Interministerial Committee on Sea Resources (CIRM), coordinated by the Navy 
Ministry, creating three task forces with a period of 30 days to prepare 

an overall program for the occupation of part of the Antarctic territory, 
involving researchers in the areas of geology and geophysics, oceanography, 
biology, meteorology and nautical cartography. Within the short space of 
time they have, the researchers will work jointly in order to make it possible 
for the Brazilian expedition to make the trip in November. According to 

the Mineral Research and Resources Company, a state company that is a member 
of Proantar, the trip will last 70 days and will be a scientific trainin 
trip wita a visit to the various bases of international institutions that 
operate in the Antarctic. From that, it will be possible to make a detailed 
program with selection of the areas to be researched. [Sao Paulo O ESTADO 
DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 20 Aug 82 p 13] 8711 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLDIERS LEAVING SERVICE REPORTED 

University Benefits 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 5 Aug 82 pp 10-11 
[Article by Pablo Noa Noa] 


[Text] A call from the FAR is circulating in the units urging youths who are 
eligible under the 1979 FAR minister's order 20 to register for preparatory 
courses so that they can subsequently go into the various university-level 
career fields. 


Based on the positive experience gained from the 400 applicants to the 
"Carlos J. Finlay" medical sciences detachment, the new plan is designed to 
give students the opportunity to expand their knowledge and finally to decide 
on the university-level career of their choice. 


All this is part of a system whose primary objective is a gradual admission 
to centers of higher learning of youths who have developed in military life 
and whose conduct, discipline and academic level make them suited to return 
to the classroom. 


It is not easy to adapt to school requirements after 2 or 3 years away from 
school and it should also be kept in mind that some learned materials have 
been forgotten. It puts these youths at a disadvantage with regard to the 
other students. 


The preparatory courses have been established precisely to resolve this 
situation. Beginning in the next school year, courses will start at three 
installations in this country and it is expected that in the future a school 
of this type will be operating in each province. 


The General Military Service law stipulates 3 years of active service for all 
youths, which can be extended by 6 months or curtailed by up to 1 year. 


In accordance with FAR minister's order 20, the policy has been to curtail 
1 year of service whenever possible for servicemen who have graduated as 
mid-level technicians or from preuniversity school and have maintained 
exemplary conduct. Service has been curtailed 6 months for some, while 











others have served the 3 years. However, without exception all have been 
provided the right and incentive to go on to higher education after they 
complete military service. 


Preuniversity school graduates who enter the FAR to complete their SMA 

could not go on to higher education because of their academic standing. 
Therein lies the importance of this call since it actually gives them another 
opportunity to continue their education. 


Preparatory courses are a valuable aid since they permit interested students 
to go on to the university properly prepared and with sufficient knowledge to 
tackle the new studies successfully. 


In previous years, youths separated from military service went directly to 

higher education schools without taking the preparatory course offered them 
by the FAR as their right, and they generally had difficulties in adapting 

and with their studies. Others could not continue and had to leave school. 
Their principal problem was lack of proper academic background to undertake 
the complex subject matters successfully. 





The experience of the "Republica de Panama" preuniversity school in the 
countryside has provided significant solutions in this regard. On the 
initiative of the commander in chief, in March 1982 this school started to 
work with a group of preuniversity and mid-level technician graduates, giving 
them intensive studies and preparing them to join the medical sciences 
detachment at the conclusion of the course. 


The present call is, in fact, an adoption of that experience. The courses 
scheduled to start soon will have similar characteristics to those offered at 
that school. Concentrated work will be done on these courses, with passes 

on Saturdays and Sundays ‘and some long ones between periods. 


Two courses will be offered, one of 10-month duration for those selected for 
August and another 5-month course for those selected for February. 


During the course, students will continue to draw the pay they were receiving 
as FAR servicemen. They likewise will maintain their classification as active 
members of the FAR, although their primary mission and principal duty will be 
to study. Therefore, they will be excluded from other military obligations. 
They can, however, participate in support work for agricultural plans near 

the school, just as students of basic secondary and preuniversity schools 

in the countryside do. 


An examination will be given at the end of the courses, and placements and 
specialities will be distributed according to the grade received by the 
Students. They will then de discharged from the FAR and will start their new 
life as university students. 


In this way, the youths can serve 2 years of military service in the units 
and 1 year or 6 months taking a preparatory course. 
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The results of prior years concerning demobilized personnel who went directly 
to higher education schools indicate that it was not the advisable thing to 
do. For those who plan to study at the higher education level, it always 

is more useful and profitable to take the preparatory courses because of what 
these represent for updating knowledge and for study habits. 


It should be explained that since these courses only allow entering daytime 
[university] courses, it has been approved that as long as demobilized FAR 
personnel are studying in higher erlucation schools, they will receive a special 
allowance of 20 pesos the first year, 30 in the second, and so on to 60 

pesos in the fifth year [presumably monthly]. This financial assistance is 

in addition to and independent of any they may recieve for any reason as 
university students. 


Personnel separated from military service in January to June of this year are 
included in the recent call. They can register for the preparator: courses 
to go into university-level careers with the Municipal Military Directorates, 
from which they will receive orientation and registration forms for these 
courses. 


These actions respond to the recruitment policy that is being followed in 
this country according to the guidelines approved at the First PCC Congress. 
The system complements this policy. 


Through this system, youths wih an intermediate-level education can combine 
their military service obligation with entry into higher education once they 
have been separated from the FAR. 


Construction Jobs 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 8 Aug 82 p 6 


[Text] Havana, 5 Aug (AIN)--The Construction Ministry's Havana Province 
delegation has called on youths who have completed their General Military 
Service and EJT [Youth Labor Army] obligation to study various trades in the 
public works construction and industrial installation fields, the delegation's 
publicity department has announced here. 


For those with at least a ninth grade education, the plan covers the 
specialties of sugar mill evaporator operator, electrician and measurement 
and control equipment fitter and operator. Those with an eighth grade 
education can choose from pipes installer and bricklayer. 


Those who have completed the seventh grade can select from sheet metal and 
welding courses, while those with a primary school education are offered 
the trades of planking carpenter, bricklayer and steel rod framework 
assembler. Free room and board and an 85-peso allowance are among the 
benefits for those who enroll. 


Interested persons can apply Monday to Friday until 31 August at architecture 
enterprise number 3 located on 47th Avenue between 124th and 126th Streets 
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in San Jose de las Lajas and at supply and transportation enterprise number 
12 on 23d and Dos Rios in Lawton. 


They can also apply at engineering enterprise number 4 located on 4th Street 
between Albear and Santa Catalina in Cerro and at industrial constructions 
enterprise number 2 on 69th [Avenue] and 100th [Street] in Marianao. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


JORGE BLANCO NAMES NEW MILITARY HIGH COMMAND 

Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 19 Aug 82 pp 1, 12 

[Article by Maximo Manuel Perez: "Government Changes Military Commands" ] 
[Text] President Salvador Jorge Blanco appointed yesterday new chiefs of 
staff of the Dominican Air Force, Navy, and National Police while he placed 


10 generals of these services on the retirement list. 


Through various decrees the head of state also made several changes, 
including new promotions, in the commands of military units. 





Decree No 56 promoted Gen Jose Felix Hermida Gonzalez to the rank of major 
general and appointed him chief of the National Police, replacing Maj Gen 
Jose Paulino Reyes de Leon, who was retired on the basis of seniority in 
the service. 





Police Col Manuel Antonio Imbert Sanchez was promoted to the rank of 
brigadier general and at the same time appointed deputy chief of the 
National Police. 


That same decree promoted police Col Oscar Peguero Hermida to the rank of 
general as deputy chief of the National Police. 


Gen Alejandro de la Paz de Leon, who held the position of chief of the 
northern command of the National Police headquartered in Santiago, was 
appointed undersecretary of state of the interior and police, replacing 
Gen Manuel Valentin Despradel Brache, who was placed in retirement on the 
basis of seniority in the service as were Gens Jose de Jesus Morillo Lopez, 
Virgilio Payano Rojas, and Carmejo Fernandez Beras. 


Through Decree No 58 President Jorge Blanco confirmed as commander of the 
army Maj Gen Manuel Antonio Lachapelle Suero, while Rear Adm Arturo Bordas 
Betances was appointed chief of staff of the navy, replacing Vice Adm Olgo 
Santana Carrasco, who was appointed as undersecretary of state of the armed 
forces. 


Brig Gen (Air Force) Fernando E. Cruz Mendez was promoted to the rank of major 
general and appointed chief of staff of the Dominican Air Force, replacing 














Maj Gen Pablo I. Garrido Medina, who was appointed undersecretary of state 
of the armed forces. 


The decree states that Arturo Bordas Betances will hold temporarily the 
rank of vice admiral while he is commander of the Navy. 


Similarly, the decree establishes that Army Col Luis Jose Ernesto Cruz Brea 
be promoted to the rank of brigadier general and temporarily appointed deputy 
commander of the army. 


Capt (Navy) Nestor Julio Gonzalez Diaz was promoted to the rank of rear 
admiral and appointed deputy commander of the navy while Col Luis J. Martinez 
Cabrera was promoted to the rank of brigadier general and appointed deputy 
commande: of the Dominican Air Force. 


Decree No 5° places the following in retirement on account of seniority in 
the service: Gen Rafael Gonzalo Lopez Fermin of the Dominican Air Force; 
Maj Gen Alfredo Segundo Imbert McGregor of the Dominican Air Force; Rear Adm 
Francisco Antonio Marte Victoria of the Navy; Gen Humberto Trifilio Estevez 
of the army; and Jesus Manuel Mota Henriquez, also of the army. 


Through Decree No 60, the Dominican president promoted on a temporary basis 
to major general Gen Manuel Antonio Cuervo Gomez, who was also appointed 
undersecretary of state of the armed forces. 


That decree nullified the temporary ranks of major general and vice admiral 
held by Brig Gen Pablo I. Garrido Medina of the Dominican Air Force and 
Rear Adm Olgo Manuel Santana Carrasco of the navy, respectively. 


Decree No 57 appointed Col Jaime Nunez Cosme of the army inspector general 
of that service while Col Marino Antonio Polanco Tovar was promoted to the 
rank of brigadier general of the Dominican Air Force. 


On his part Army Gen Luis S. Miller Cespedes was appointed inspector in the 
office of the secretary of the armed forces. 

These military officers were promoted at noon, but their insignias were 
handed to them by the Dominican president and the seciretary of the armed 
forces, Lt Gen Ramiro Matos Gonzalez, at a ceremony held at the headquarters 
of the National Police. 


The Dominican president left the headquarters of the National Police in the 
company of the promoted officers and the commanders of the armed forces and 
stopped at the entrance of the police building, looking for Gen Hermida 
Gonzalez and other police officers who had been promoted by the decree. 


Hermida was not to be found at police headquarters and President Jorge Blanco 


ordered Gen Lachapelle Suero to locate him, which the senior officer managed 
to do in about 20 minutes. 
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Reyes de Leon told President Jorge Blanco that he did not know that the 
head of state would go to police headquarters vesterday. 


After conferring the insignias of major general to Hermida Gonzalez, President 
Jorge Blanco told the senior officer that even though he had not known him 
before he was already the new police chief. 


The president exhorted Gen Hermida Gonzalez to take whatever measures he 
considered necessary to maintain order while he acknowledged the work of 
Maj Gen Jose Paulino Reyes de Leon in front of the commander's office at 
police headquarters. 


On his part, Gen Hermida Gonzalez thanked the statesman for his appointment 
and assured him that he would fulfill all the obligations and duties that 
fell on him as police chief. 


The ceremony lasted more than an hour in the newsroom of National Police 
headquarters in the presence of numerous agents and other personnel of the 


army and navy. 
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COUNTRY SECTION : DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


JORGE BLANCO ANNOUNCES AUTO IMPORT BAN 
Santo Domingo EL CARIBE in Spanish 19 Aug 82 p l 
[Article: "Ban on Motor Vehicle Imports"] 


[Text] President Salvador Jorge Blanco suspended last night for a year the 
issuing of licenses to import motor vehicles and a series of food items. 


The provision, contained in Decree No 71, also includes the prohibition 
against importing tractors and motor vehicles of any kind for the trans- 
portation of passengers or freight (including racing cars and trolley buses). 


Additionally, jeep-type vehicles without any exception, open or covered pickup 
trucks, trucks, and chassis with drivers' cabs are also prohibited. 


So are self-propelled equipment and apparatus for extraction, grading, 
excavation, and other work involving land; levelers, road graders, scrapers, 
other graders or bulldozers, equipment and rollers for pacxing down earth, 
mechanical and similar shovels for excavation. 


Also, vacuum cleaners (electromechanical equipment with self-contained motors 
for household use), floor-waxing equipment (electromechanical with 
self-contained motors for household use), and floor polishers. 


On 11 Juné 1982 a presidential decree expired which had prohibited for a 
year the import of automobiles to avoid the use of foreign exchange in the 
purchase of such vehicles abroad. That decree, No 2496, had been issued by 
President Antonio Guzman on 11 June 1981. 


Among the edibles whose import is prohibited are pork and poultry, bacon, 
pork fat, poultry fat, and ham; salted ibe pork in brine, dried, or smoked 
pork; cheeses and curds. 


Additionally, vegetables and garden vegetables whether fresh or frozen such 
as potatoes, garlic, onions, beets, asparagus, artichokes, carrots, and 
similar other products; cooked or raw garden vegetables, frozen varieties 
such as vetch, asparagus, spinach, beets, radishes, and carrots; cucumbers 
and gherkins in brine or other types of preservative.: 
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Too, onions, garlic, mushrooms and other dried, dehydrated, or freeze-dried 
vegetables; French beans, dry or kidney beans; edible fruit such as dates, 
bananas, pineapples, mangoes, avocados, guavas, coconuts, Brazil nuts, cashew 
nuts, citrus fruits, figs, grapes and raisins, almonds, hazel nuts, walnuts, 
chestnuts, pistachios, apples, pears, cherries, plums, apricots, peaches, 
strawberries in various forms--fresh, steamed, dried, or canned. 


Also prohibited is the import of coffee, whether roasted or decaffeinated, 
as well as coffee substitutes; husked or unhusked rice; pork lard and fats; 
poultry fats; oil from pork lard and nonemulsified oleomargarine; meat 
sausages made of food byproducts or blood such as sausages, large sausages, 
hams, bologna sausages, and smoked pork sausages, other prepared foods and 
canned products made of meat or byproducts such as liver pate, caviar, and 
substitutes; confectionary items without chocolate such as caramels and 
chewing gums, Chicklets, and analogous products. 


Similarly, products made from puffed or toasted cereals such as puffed rice, 
corn flakes and analogous items; bread, ship biscuits and other ordinary 
bakery products; fancy bakery products; jellies and marmalades; mayonnaise; 
tomato sauce (ketchup); ready-made soups, vegetable soups, or broth; peanut 
butter; mineral water, carbonated water, and beer. 


Also, grape wine, grape must mixed with alcohol, sweet wines, red table wines, 
white wines such as sherry, port, Madeira, champagne, and sparkling wines; 
cider; pear brandy; mead; and other fermented beverages. 


The executive decree indicates that there are exceptions to this measure, 
namely, the import of raw materials which represent inputs used by local 
industries and requiring a license issued in each case by the secretariat 
of state of industry and commerce. 


Also, imports intended for accredited diplomatic personnel in the Dominican 
Republic whenever the principle of reciprocity applies in accordance with 

the provision in Law 97 of 29 December 1965. Too, goods for foreign technical 
representatives enjoying such exemptions by virtue of special agreements. 


Finally, those individuals who were on board passenger vessels at the time 
when the decree went into effect. 


The presidential decree mentions that the Secretariat of State of finance 
and the general directorate of customs are responsible for the strict 
execution of the present decree. 


Explaining the reasons for the decree it is noted that the sharp drop in the 


nation's foreign currency reserves mandate that appropriate measures be taken 
to conserve the outflow of foreign exchange. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


NATIONAL POLICE CHIEF ANNOUNCES CHANGES 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 21 Aug 82 p 4 


[Article by Antolin Montas: "National Police Chief Introduces Changes in 
That Service"] 


[Text] The new chief of the National Police ordered yesterday a series of 
changes in the command structure of that service, involving important 
departments such as the burglary and homicide investigations unit. 


Maj Gen Jose Felix Hermida Gonzalez likewise confirmed in their positions 
the commanders of the secret service and of the antidrug unit. 


Gen Hermida Gonzalez appointed as regional commanders of Santiago, San Juan 
de la Maguana, and San Pedro de Macoris, Cols Jose Gonzalez Sanchez, Maximo 
Guerrero Arias, and Raul Alfredo Valdez Montas, respectively. 





Similarly, Col Raymundo Perez Ortiz was appointed commander of the traffic 
unit in place of Brig Gen Oscar Feliz Peguero Hermida, recently promoted 
and appointed commander of the National District. 


Col Luis Ramon Pimentel Soto was appointed to the radio patrol unit while 
Col Norvo Antonio Perez will be the new inspector general of the National 
Police. 


Additionally, Col Osterman Cuevas Ramirez was appointed police representative 
at the operations center of the armed forces and the National Police. 


Similarly, Col Carmelo Fernandez Gomez was to be in charge as police 
commander in San Cristobal, replacing Guerrero Arias. 


Col Francisco Javier Molina Martinez was transferred as commander to San 
Franscisco de Macoris, replacing Col Antonio Matos Espinosa who was appointed 
inspector of the National Police. 


Furthermore, Col Raul Dario Aristy Calvo was appointed executive officer at 
National Police headquarters, replacing Molinas Martina. 
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Maj Gen Hermida Gonzalez also appointed Col Leonte Mejia Henriquez as 
commander of the National Police in Santiago, replacing Col Manuel de Jesus 
Tejada Duverge, who became the commander of the Hatillo School in San 
Cristobal, replacing Col Rafael Cabrera Rodriquez. 


Similarly, Lt Col Ramon Ramirez Valenzuela was appointed to head the crimes 
against persons and crimes against property investigations unit, replacing 
Col Aristy Calvo. 


Other appointments were those of Col Candelario Acosta Perez placed in charge 
of the preventive prison of the La Fe extension, replacing Col Sergio Humberto 
Nin Melo, who was transferred in turn and placed in charge of police services 
at the Las Americas airport, replacing Col Claudio Romero Nin as commander 

of the central department of police, replacing Col Pimentel Soto and Maj 
Mario Peguero Hermida as commander of the homicide investigations unit in 
place of recently promoted Brig Gen Manuel Antonio Imbert Sanchez, appointed 
deputy chief of that service. 


Furthermore, Capt Luis Manon Dominguez was appointed deputy commander of the 
homicide unit. 


Col Donatilio Acosta Santillana was transferred to Puerto Plata as police 
chief. 


The commander of the National Police confirmed in his position as public 
relations officer of that service Col Jose Rijo and as special aide to the 
chief of the National Police Col (attorney) Ganimedes Ramirez Perez. 


Recently, the Dominican president had appointed Maj Gen Hermida Gonzalez as 
police chief and Col Imbert Sanchez as deputy police chief, promoting the 
latter to the rank of brigadier general. 


The Dominican president pensioned off and retired Maj Gens Jose Paulino 
Reyes de Leon and (Dr) Virgilio Payano Rojas. 


Also, Brig Gens Carmelo Fernandez Beras, Jose de Jesus Morillo Lopez, 
Bernardo Colon Vasquez, and Manuel Valentin Despradel Brache. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


ABUSES OF HAITIAN FARM WORKERS DESCRIBED 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 23 Aug 82 p 7 
[Article by Dr Jose B. Gautier: "The Haitian Menace"] 


[Text] Recently the country's highest authorities, even though members of 
the previous administration, denied the truth of a denunciation regarding 

an alleged human roundup of Haitian citizens undertaken by Dominican military 
personnel with the purpose of selling the Haitians as slave workers to 
State-owned sugar mills, a denunciation made by the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 


The use and abuse by the state of the Haitian agricultural worker lacking 
identification papers; his employment during the government's sugar harvest 
as the basic factor making it possible to lower production costs with the 
state paying Haitians starvation wages (2 Dominican pesos a day, the lowest 
in the country); the systematic and increasing use of Haitians lacking 
identification papers by government agencies to carry out agricultural chores 
on land expropriated by the state and which serves as ideal model. for the 
state"s agrarian reform, productive and economical; and the high degree of 
inhumanity of the process represent evidence which does not exclude the 
possibility that the denunciation made before the international organization 
is true in some respects. 


In the recent past there were so many government officials who were able to 
manipulate events at their convenience, guarding against legal provisions 
which, at times, have made it difficult to determine where truth ends and 
untruth begins. 


But this kind of denunciation, distorting events and facts, where it is sought 
to discredit the good image of the Dominican Armed Forces as the defender of 
law and order, implicating some of its members in criminal activities, is 

the result of the irresponsible deeds by civilian public officials of that 
recent past and must be clarified by the new administration no matter what 

the final consequences. It is time to disclose the names of those guilty 

of such embarrassing situations which cause so much harm to the image of 

the Dominican nation at the domestic and international levels. 
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To claim that in this country there is no illegal traffic of Haitian 
agricultural workers encouraged by the government, that very often these 
Haitian workers, when they fail to comply with the purpose of such traffic, 
are persecuted and ill-treated by order of the government authorities, to deny 
that the state trades openly and illegally with their labor, and that they 
are socially discriminated against undoubtedly assumes, mistakenly, that we 
Dominicans are still living in a political era which is already past, one 
where the citizen used to have to swallow the truth under threat of being 
persecuted or eliminated, he too, for lack of constitutional safeguards. 


With reason or without, because of the many confusions and contradictions 
that are established, there are many Dominicans who believe in the existence 
of a “government mafia" manipulating the traffic of illegal Haitian day 
laborers with the purpose of illicitly enriching groups enjoying political 
power and/or engaging in radical activities (such as the indiscriminate use 
of an agricultural labor force where the human being is exploited) which 
undermine the social, economic, legal, and political order. 


As a corollary of this illicit operation it is universally known that in the 
Dominican Republic since 1972 the laws on migration, work, public health, and 
so on have been neither observed nor implemented by the public officials in 
charge when it comes to applying them to Haitian citizens residing illegally 
on Dominican territory. The government's inertia is suspect. 


The enslavement of agricultural day laborers is suspect. 


The enslavement of Haitian agricultural day laborers is a state secret. With 
the abusive and despised use of the Haitian agricultural day laborer many 
government officials, especially those of the Left, justify the profitability 
of expropriated land planted with sugarcane which, being involved in the 
government's agrarian reform, should be in the hands of Dominicans. The 
profitability of the state sugar industry, our major agroindustrial export, 
depends on the high level of misery and exploitation of thousands of Haitians 
lacking identification papers. 


Are we going to continue to deceive ourselves before the Haitian threat in 
order to satisfy the insatiable appetite of political minorities, shamelessly 
lying to the world about the true dimensions of the problem? 


With a government headed by a citizen who wishes to solve, with humanity, 
justice, and peacefully, exhausting the use of all moral and legal means 
available to him, the explosive and thorny problem of the thousands of 
Haitian citizens who reside illegally in our country and the numerous 
consequences stemming from this situation, we are fully prepared to cooperate 
unconditionally. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


MULTI-TIER DOLLAR EXCHANGE RATE CRITICIZED 


Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 31 Aug 82 pp 7-A, 8-A 


[News commentary in "Pulse of the Times" column by Pedro Gringoire: "Mexdollars 


Fraud" ] 


[Text] Let us suppose, dear reader, that you, as a patriotic Mexican, when 
you decided to open a dollar checking account, did so here in Mexico. You, 
like others, could have done so abroad But, idealistic romantic that you 
are, you wanted, out of love for Mexico, to do your part so that the country 
could have strong foreign exchange. 


In return for your patriotism, look how they are now treating you. They 
have committed at least five injustices against you or maybe five outrages. 
First: You deposited good dollars in the bank. It is your right to expect 
the bank to return all or part of that deposit. But the fact of the matter 
is that the bank has confiscated your dollars. Like the rest of the Mexicans, 
you did not understand why this outrage was committed. However, finally, 
you had the vague feeling the government needed your dollars to help pay 
its foreign obligations. Well, you go on being a good Mexican; and even 
though they did not ask to borrow your dollars, you are ready to lend them. 


Second: Anyone who lends money has the right to have his loan returned to 
him, even though the loan, as in this instance, was forced. Therefore, you 
go to the bank and ask for your dollars. But they will not give them back. 
What they give you is the equivalent in pesos, which are now worth less, 

at the arbitrary rate of exchange of 69.50. Now they have forced you to 
sell your dollars at a very low price. 


Third: In spite of everything, you continue to be patriotic and are pre- 
pared to sell your dollars to the bank. But then you notice that the same 
bank is buying dollars from others at a better price than they are giving 
you: 100 pesos per dollar. That is, they are plainly discriminating against 
you: You lose 30 pesos per dollar. 


Fourth: On the other hand, the bank is selling dollars, namely your dollars, 
at the rate of 110 pesos per dollar. That is, they are making 40 pesos per 
dollar on what they paid you for them. Out of that profit, you do not even 
get a miserable cent. 








And now comes the fifth injustice which involves what the dictionary defines 
with a very strong word. Let us suppose, in spite of your battered patriotism, 
that you have to travel abroad, not for recreation or the itch to squander 

a little money, but because of read need. Stubborn patriot that you are, 

you decide to austerely withdraw only $2,000 from your account. Of course, 

the bank does not give you dollars but the arbitrary equivalent of 139,000 
pesos. 


Now it is up to you to buy dollars with that sum. Do not worry. The bank 
itself sells dollars but at 110 pesos per dollar. Therefore, your $2,000 
are converted into only $1,264. In a wink of the eye, in making your pur- 
chase they have subtracted $736! No expert pickpocket could have taken them 
from you as quickly! 


Neither you, dear reader, if you are an average Mexican, nor I, are economists 
and do not understand technical sibylline explanations. But we know our 
multiplication tables, and simple numbers make us realize the outrages which 
the new exchange rates are capable of committing against us. But do not 

blame your bank. The banks are subject to regulation and perhaps are not 
directly guilty of the great bank fraud. In any event, we can at least ask 
ourselves: Where is the product of this fabulous deal of the three parties 
going to wind up? 


In short, while "bad Mexicans" have their dollars abroad and are enjoying 

the fruits thereof, you, a good Mexican, who elected to keep your dollars 

in Mexico, are being harshly punished. That is not fair. If in the future 

you open a bank account in dollars, I am sure that, as a good Mexican, you 
will not do so without certain reservations. But in the light of what is 
happening and your experience as a patriot, who will have the nerve to reproach 
you for it? Which pharisee will cast the first stone? 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BANK REPORTS DOLLAR OUTFLOW FIGURES 
Mexico City EXCELISOR in Spanish 1 Sep 82 pp 1-A, 11-A 
[Article by J. Jesus Rangel M.] 


[Text] The Bank of Mexico reported yesterday that during the first quarter 
of the year over $2.22 billion had left the country, under the Balance of 
Payment heading of "errors and omissions" and that in the same period the 
country's monetary reserves haddecreased by $1,467,900,000. 


The bank emphasized that during the same period, January through March 1982, 
$2.824 billion were sent abroad for debt payments and that direct foreign 
investments--which include royalties and other payments--claimed another 
$531 million which with the $2.22 billion balance of payments shortfall 
totals $5.575 billion. 


In its report on "economic indicators" up to June, the Bank of Mexico recalled 
that in 1981 the total amount of foreign exchange which left the country 
because of "errors and omissions" was $5.506 billion, while the monetary 
reserves had a positive balance of $1.012 billion. 


For all of 1981, the outflow of funds for foreign investment totaled $1.454 
billion and for indebtedness the total figure was $8.216 billion. Evidently, 
the situation in 1980 was not quite so noteworthy. 


According to the Bank of Mexico, in 1980 the errors and omissions category 
of the balance of payments reported a tiegative figure of $1.96 billion; 
funds sent abroad for investment totaled $958 million and for indebtedness, 
$5.436 billion. 


The Central Bank reported a positive figure of $3.630 billion in the "capital 
account" category of the balance of payments for the first quarter. 


Of that figure, $944 million were long-term accounts, including both the 


public and private sectors, while the short-term accounts totaled $2.686 
billion, also for the public and private sectors. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


WARNING OF SOVIET AGENT PENETRATION VLA SOUTH 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 14 Aug 82 p 7-A 


[Commentary by Ruben Salazar Mallen: "Danger to Mexico--Infiltration from 
the South"] 


[Text] Last 7 August the following report appeared in the cablegram section 
of EXCELSIOR: "United Nations, Geneva, August 6 (AFP)--About 4,000 
Guatemalan refugees arrived in Mexico this week, according to a report by 
the spokesman for the United Nations High Commission on Refugees. The 
spokesman specified that in the southern Mexican state of Chiapas, new 
refugees arrive daily. 


The report went unnoticed and was not considered worthy of comment, although 
it is highly important, as it may be the symptom of a very grave threat to 
Mexico. 


In fact, while there are many unfortuante Guatemalans who seek asylum in our 
country fleeing from terror, we should not discount the possibility that 
among them may be infiltrated agents of Soviet imperialist penetration, 
taking advantage of "traditional Mexican hospitality" to slip quietly into 
the country. 


Soviet imperialism has an interest in gaining control of Central America, or 
acquiring a base of support in the region. It has been shown beyond a doubt 
that Soviet agents are infiltrating the Central American peoples’ national 
liberation movements. That they have so far failed in their attempts is 

no sign that they are desisting from their efforts, but only that they have 
encountered firm resistance from the population. 


One should not discard the hypothesis that in part, at least, the agents 
introduced into Central America are acting as unconscious tools. The efficacy 
of brainwashing has been proven again and again, and it must not be very 
difficult to brainwash poor Guatemalan peasants. 


It is even less difficult when those who are directing the infiltration can 
count on accomplices who provide the opportunity for covering up. In fact, 
there are certain priests who exploit their ministries and, under the guise 
of being “progressives,” lend themselwes to the game. In this regard we have 
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heard of the bishops of San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, and Tehuantepec, 
Oaxaca, who style themselves "progressives" and lead their flocks astray. 
Both these prelates are reputed to profess a much stronger covert militancy 
than even Mendez Arceo, upon whom all ti.ie accusations fall in order to cover 
up for all the other priests who are in the service of Soviet imperialism. 


Because of the location of their dioceses, these two ecclesiastical authorities 
are in a position to give a great deal of aid to infiltration in Mexico, and 
given that fact, the increasing number of Guatemalan refugees already 
represents a threat to Mexico. The threat will not disappear simply because 
those who denounce it are dismissed as chauvinists. 


It is not in the least chauvinist to point out the existence of a threat, 
although it might be under the surface and appear not to exist. This latter 
circumstance, on the contrary, increases the danger. 


Fortunately, the Ministry of Internal Affairs appears to have realized the 
danger and, it is said, is taking steps to prevent abuses of "traditional 
Mexican hospitality." If this is so, the aforementioned office should be 
congratulated, and any steps it takes to prevent infiltration should be 
considered heroic. However generous we might judge the situation, such 
infiltration would cause a severe disturbance for Mexico. 


The fundamental thing, in this case, is to remove our country from danger, 
or take sufficient precautions so that the danger does not grow and develop 
on Mexican soil, where our population might be undermined by infiltration 
and subsequently controlled. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


LEFTIST BODY FORMED TO CONFRONT ECONOMIC CRISIS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 30 Aug 82 pp 1-A, 9-A 
[Article by Rogelio Hernandez L. 


[Text] The nine principal political parties and organizations of the left 
have agreed to unified action and have formed the National Committee for 
the Defense of the People's Economy [CNDEP] because they feel that current 
problems can only be resolved by a profound change in the direction the 
nation is moving, to which end democracy and respect for constitutional 
rights are indispensable. 


The agreement, which brings the left together in a single front, was approved 
in principle by the top leaders of the Unified [Socialist] Party of Mexico, 
Mexican Workers Party, Workers Socialist Party, Revolutionary Workers Party, 
Socialist Labor Party, Unity of the Communist Left Party, People's Revolu- 
tionary Movement Party, Socialist Faction Party and Union of the Revolutionary 
Struggle Party. Other organizations, such as the Naucalpan Authentic Workers 
and Settlers Front (NAUCOPAC), also participated in the formation of the 
front. 


The CNDEP's action program covers 10 areas; however, the priority points 
it is proposing are as follows: "An immediate general 50 percent increase 
in wages; a price freeze or a sliding wage scale; price reductions on gas 
and electricity used for home consumption; and jail terms for abusive and 
greedy speculators." 


As the result of several meetings which gave rise to the new organization 
early Friday morning, approval was given to a document in which it is stated: 
"Mexico once again is living through a profound crisi which is now more 
severe and serious and in whic gr.ups of financiers and businessmen have 
obtained greater control over the nation; and the government has lost its 
capability to run the country's economic affairs." 


The document also notes: "The national crisis has also meant the looting 

of our resources and has the following inherent risks: The worsening over 

a long period of time of the working people's standard of living and greater 
dependence upon and interference from imperialism in the country's affairs." 
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The committee's principal objective is set forth in the five-page document: 

"We need an energetic struggle on the part of the workers, peasants, employees, 
intellectuals, housewives and young people to radically change the direction 
the nation is moving, to which end democracy in the trade unions, peasant 
organizations and respect for the people's constitutional rights are indis~ 
pensable conditions for the attainment of this objective." 


Other points of the action program are: "To oppose massive layoffs and wage 
adjustments; to demand the full utilization of the installed capacity of 
plants; to call for the expropriation of enterprises which contrive work 
stoppages or closures; to demand implementation of unemployment insurance 

and the fulfillment and broadening of the social benefits of collective labor 
agreements." 


Strict and Total Control Over Foreign Exchange 


To confront the current economic situation, the committee proposes: "Strict 
and total control over exchange rates; prevention of commitments to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund; elimination of subsidy tariffs for big enterprises; 

a decrease in interest rates and a freeze on speculative capital dividents; 
and financial support for small and medium-size industries." 


With respect to the federal budget, the committee will attempt "to prevent 
cuts in education, health, housing and urban services and will support the 
punishment of corrupt officials by expropriating their property. 


The CNDEP will have a coordinating committee made up of one representative 

from each organization participating in it, and the first actions or campaigns 
to be taken will be announced this week. It is expected that a support demon- 
stration will be held by organization influenced by the Left, which are holding 
similar meetings. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


STUDY FINDS NONFERROUS METALS PRODUCTION DOWN 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 16 Aug 82 p 5-A 


[Text] Production of silver, lead, zinc, and other nonferrous metals continues 
to drop as a result of falling prices on the international market, inflation, 
mine closings, and warehousing in other producing countries, according to a 
Study by the Mexican Chamber of Mining Industries [CMM]. 


Although the companies involved, especially the foundries, consider the double 
currency devaluation pasitive and beneficial for the mining sector, they are 
still awaiting solutions proposed by the authorities since last February 18. 


The study says that 1981 was an especially difficult year for mining 
enterprises and silver and lead foundries at both the national and world 
levels, as economic conditions caused consumption of both these metals to 
decrease, which in turn strongly affected prices. 


Whereas lead, according to the study, had ups and downs but is now definitely 
on the decline, quotations of silver prices last year suffered an almost 
continuous decline, for a fall of 57 percent over'the course of the year. 


The chamber's report explains that production of primary refined lead in 
Mexico has declined continuously for the last 4 years, and consumption has 
been declining for the last three. The drop in production was due to lower 
amounts of imported lead concentrates being processed, which resulted last 
year in a reduction of approximately 60 percent in the use of founding and 
refining capacity. 


Another cause of the drop in production levels was attributed to the fact 
that availability of Mexican lead concentrates declined as a result of the 
negative cost feasibility of various mines, which prevented them from 
continuing operations, due to declining prices for lead and silver, together 
with the high inflation rates prevalent in Mexico and overvaulation of the 
peso. 


The study points out that the zinc refining industry in Mexico is considerably 
affected by migration of concentrates to foreign countries, which in the short 
run are more difficult to place with producers of metallic zinc in Europe 
under favorable conditions. 
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The report concludes that an additional negative factor for Mexican zinc 


refineries was the drop in cadmium prices, due mainly to antipollution 
regulations limiting its use. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


UNEMPLOYMENT, UNDEREMPLOYMENT FIGURES--A study carried out jointly by the 
Autonomous University of Chapingo and the Autonomous University of Sinaloa 
establishes that of the 18,200,000 workers who comprise the economically 
active population of Mexico, more than 50 percent is unemployed: 2,000,000 
are without work, and 8,400,000 are underemployed. This year, according to 
the study, without taking into account massive layoffs due to the critical 
economic situation our country is in, unemployment will affect 2,450,000 
Mexicans. And while the working-age population is growing at an average 
annual rate of 3.2 percent, the number of employed persons is increasing 

at 1.8 percent. The report further specifies: "These figures reflect 
administration officials’ inability to transform a large number of subsistence 
workers, living both in the city and the countryside, into wage-earning 
workers or members of the capitalist class. This is due to structural 
inadequacies with respect to development and diversification of production 
relations. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 14 Aug 82 p 29-A] 9839 





PRICING REGULATION VIOLATORS FINED--Ministry of Commerce inspectors fined 50 
shop owners in Tuxtepec, Oaxaca, for violating official prices on consumer 
products classified as necessities in disregard of governmental provisions 
against altering costs. The ministry's representative in the state, Alfredo 
Padilla Penilla, indicated that this official action does not represent a 
witch hunt; rather, the government is only trying to enforce compliance with 
official instructions to restrain anarchy in the trading of necessities. 
Padilla Penilla stated that the fines were heavy, and should the owners again 
be found guilty, their businesses would be closed. He stated that the 
inspection campaign would go on indefinitely. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR 
in Spanish 16 Aug 82 p 5-A] 9839 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


MONSIGNOR OBANDO Y BRAVO COMMENTS ON POPE'S LETTER 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 14 Aug 82 p 7 


[Interview with Msgr Miguel Obando y Bravo, reprinted from LA NACION INTERNACIONAL, 
place and date not given] 


[Text] This week's edition of LA NACION INTERNACIONAL carries 
the following interview with Msgr Miguel Obando y Bravo. 


[Question] Monsignor, the message from His Holiness to Nicaragua's bishops 
has awakened a great deal of interest among the faithful. What is your personal 
interpretation of this important document? 


[Answer] I can assure you that the message His Holiness John Paul II has sent 
to Nicaragua's bishops is a very consoling one and at the same time is a message 
that provides guidance to our parishioners. 


It makes us very happy to know, or hear from the Pope's lips, that he is very 
close to Nicaragua's bishops. He tells us, ". . . close in that I never cease 
to give thanks to God about you and to remember you in my prayers; close because 
of the goodwill and interest with which I keep myself constantly informed about 
your pastoral activities; close because of the spiritual support for your work-- 
which is devout as well as demanding and sensitive--to promote in a human, 
personal, and collective way the welfare of our people; close, finally, in 

my fraternal solicitude for your mission as pastors and teachers in the churches 
entrusted to you." 


It makes us very happy, then, to know that the Pope is praying for us and is 
close to Nicaragua's bishops. The message strikes me as being very important 
because it reminds us of the importance of the communion that should exist 

among the bishops and between the bishops and their priests and the faithful; 
and it seems to me that the message is very timely when speaking of the people's 
church. 


[Question] It is obvious that the Pontiff has spoken with total clarity concerning 
the so-called "People's Church" and the incongruity of its very existence. As a 
pastor, what advice do you give to the people who have been attracted to this 
movement? 
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[Answer] You ask me what I advise as a pastor to people who have been attracted 
to this movement. I advise them that you can't be faithful to Christ if you 
aren't faithful to the Church; that you don't love the Lord Jesus Christ if 

you don’t love the Church. I also advise those people to ponder the words 

of His Holiness John Paul II when he says, "A people's church opposed to the 
church presided over by the legitimate pastors is, from the point of view of 

the teachings of the Lord and the Apostles, and of the New Testament, and also 
the ancient and recent teachings of the solemn authority of the Church, a serious 
deviation from Jesus Christ's will and plan for salvation. It is, moreover, 

the beginning of a cracking and tearing of the unity that He left as a character- 
istic sign of that Church and which He sought to entrust specifically to those 
whom the Holy Spirit established to govern the Church of God. I thus entrust 
to you, beloved brothers in the Episcopate, the mission and task of issuing 
that call of fundamental importance to your faithful. We all carry within 

our spirit the vital concept expressed by my predecessor, Paul VI, when he 
wrote in his memorable apostolic exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi that the most 
insidious dangers and most deadly attacks for the church are not those that 

come from outside, for they can strengthen it in its mission and its work, 

but rather those that come from within. Then let all the sons of the Church 

at this historic moment for Nicaragua and for the Church in this country try 

to contribute to continued support of communion concerning their pastors, the 
bishops, avoiding any threat of rupture or division. 





[Question] Do you think that in Nicaragua there has been a mere natural turning- 
away from religion, mixed with sociopolitical motives, or actually what His 
Holiness describes as an effort to divide the Church from within? 


[Answer] I don't think it is a mere natural turning-away from religion, mixed 
with sociopolitical motives. I think, rather, it is what His Holiness describes 
as an effort to divide the Church from within. When you speak of the "Peopie's 
Church," you have to understand that in Nicaragua there are several centers 

that are supporting it. Five very well-equipped centers have been created: 

the Antonio Valdivieso Center, CEPA, the Ecumenical Axis, CEPAD [Evangelical 


committee to Aid Development], and the Central American Historical Institute. They 
have abundant resources. Those centers have full-time personnel, both theological 


and lay, printing and recording equipment, and abundant financial aid from 
abroad. 


Numerous books, pamphlets, and magazines are published under their sponsorship, 
and radio and television programs are produced. The most prominent theologians 
advocating the theology of the revolution are continually invited by these 
centers to give courses and seminars. | 


These groups have exclusive access to the government's communications media, 
which include all the television, 90 percent of radio, and two of the three 
existing newspapers. They basically express the following points of view: 

The Christian's first duty is to support the revolution. Loyalty to it should 
be total and take precedence over any other consideration. Christianity and 
Marxism are not only compatible but the latter is the only means of practicing 
and carrying out the former. 











To them, there would be two churches, the revolutionary one, identified with 

the Marxists, and the traditional or reactionary one, which must be replaced. 
Their chief activities consist of widespread diffusion of their opinions, the ~ 
training of militant cadres, and systematic attack on the Church hierarchy. 

It is continually accused of identifying with the wealthy and of being counter- 
revolutionary. Their decisions are ratified by groups that sign as "rank and 
file Christians." From time to time, these people organize protest demonstrations 
that are widely publicized by the government's communications media. The 
virulence of the attacks has reached the point that there have now been physical 
attacks on a bishop. Internationally, the promoters of the "People's Church" 
have carried out widespread propaganda campaigns intended to report the regime's 
alleged innovations and kindnesses, as well as cooperation by Christians in 

the process. The vehicle for this is the international edition of BARRICADA, 
the Sandinists’ official newspaper, which is published in several languages. 
Also used are connections with other publications of the theology of liberation 
and related religious groups distributed throughout the world. 


Hence, it is not a mere natural turning-away, mixed with sociopolitical motives, 
but actually what His Holiness describes as an effort to divide the Church 

from within; and I would say not only to divide it but to create another church 
on the rubble of the constitutional Church. 


[Question] Could you comment a little about the pontifical documents that 
His Holiness mentions in the message directed to the bishops and explain to 
us, if possible, the intention of their content? 


[Answer] Pope Paul VI said, "According to various reports heard during the 
Synod, so-called rank and file ecclesiastical communities spring up here and 
there throughout the Church. They differ somewhat from one another, even within 
the same region and more so from one region to another. In some regions, they 
spring up and grow, except for an occasional exception, within the Church, 
remaining linked to its life and fed by its teachings, united with its pastors. 
In other regions, on the other hand, the rank and file communities adopt a 
spirit of bitter criticism toward the Church, which they censure as institutional. 
They oppose it from the standpoint of charismatic communities free of structure, 
inspired only by the Gospel. Thus, they have as a characteristic a clear attitude 
of criticism and rejection of the manifestations of the Church, its hierarchy, 
and its symbols. They disagree sharply with this Church. With this line of 
thought, their chief inspiration soon becomes ideological, and it is not unusual 
for them to be captured very quickly by a political viewpoint, by a current 

of thought, and later by a system or a party, with the risk of being used. 

The difference is very marked. The communities that, owing to their spirit 

of dispute, separate from the Church, whose unity they endanger, can call them- 
selves "rank and file communities," but this is a strictly sociological term. 
They cannot call themselves "rank and file ecclesiastical communities" without 
abusing the language, although they make a pretense of maintaining unity with 
the Church, while remaining hostile to the hierarchy, to the bishops. This 

name belongs to the others, to those that form within the Church, to unite 

with the Church, and to make the Church grow. The authentic, genuine rank 

and file ecclesiastical communities seek their sustenance in the Word of God and 
do not allow themselves to be captured by political polarization or by stylish 























ideologies, which are quick to exploit their immense human potential. 


They avoid the ever-present temptation to engage in systematic challenge and 

to practice hypercriticism. On grounds of authenticity and in a spirit of 
cooperation, they remain firmly united with the local church in which they 

arose and with the Universal Church, thus avoiding the very real danger of 
becoming isolated, of then considering themselves the only true Church of Christ, 
and finally of becoming alienated from other ecclesiastical communities. They 
maintain a sincere communion with the pastors whom the Lord has given His Church 
and with the teachings that the Spirit of Christ has entrusted to them. They 
never believe themselves to be the only recipient or the only agent of evangeli- 
zation; that is, the only repository of the Gospel. Rather, aware that the 
Church is much vaster and more diversified, they accept the fact that the Church 
is embodied in forms other than theirs. Each day they grow in responsibility, 
piety, commitment, and missionary zeal. They show themselves to be universalists 
and not sectarian." 


[Question] What do you recommend that the correct attitude be for the faithful 
who have remained faithful to the Bishopric in the face of the demonstrations 
of the so-called "People's Church"? How can the faithful avoid the influence 
of the pastors who are trying to politicize religious activity? 


[Answer] The Gospel that has been entrusted to us is a word of truth, a truth 
that makes us free and that is the only truth that brings peace to the heart. 

This is what the people are looking for when we announce the good news, the 

truth about God, the truth about man and his mysterious destiny, the truth 

about the world, a hard truth that we seek in the Word of God and of which we 
are--we repeat it ance more--neither the owners nor the arbiters, but rather 

the repositories, the inheritors, and the servants ot everything that evangelizes. 


The faithful should look for what possesses the worship of truth, for the truth 
that it discovers in depth and communicates is none other than the revealed 

truth and therefore more than any other truth is a part of the foremost truth, 
which is God Himself. The preacher of the Gospel will be he who even at the 

cost of renunciation and sacrifices always seeks the truth that he should transmit 
to the others. He never sells or disguises the truth through a desire to please 
men or ideologies, to be shocking or original, or from a desire to show off. 

He never rejects the truth; he does not obscure the revealed truth because 

he is too lazy to seek it, because of convenience, or because of fear. He 

never ceases studying it; he serves it generously without dominating it. 


The faithful, then, should see whether the preacher actually is faithful to 

the message he is transmitting, whether he is faithful to man, and whether 

he is in communion with his bishops. If he is not in communion with the bishops, 
it is necessary to be suspicious, to take care that he is not someone who is 
attempting to mislead. It must be remembered that the bishops are the teachers, 
pontiffs, the pastors, and those who indicate or mark out the roads of evangeli- 
zation. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


INTERVIEW WITH CALDERA AFTER COPEI PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 29 Aug 82 pp 4-11 


[Interview with Rafael Caldera, former president, by Silvia Martinez; date 
and place not specified] 


[Text] In a long talk with RESUMEN, the candidate under the 
green awning talked about his large and small projects. He 
explained that, in his opinion, no one would believe that 
the current president is going to be his mentor. However, 
that is not the case with Lusinchi; it can be expected that 
he will keep C. A. Perez as his guide. Caldera was confi- 
dent of victory. He even referred to his "first presiden- 
tial term." He was jovial, open and even used popular ex- 
pressions foreign to his lips. Rafael Caldera has a new 
image. 


The saint who managed to convert the Pepist rebels into "Calderists" must 

have also performed the miracle of changing the face--public image--of Dr Ra- 
fael Caldera. We don't think this miracle worker has a Yankee name but the 
change in the former president is astounding. He has completely lost his ri- 
gidity; he no longer pontificates. He is jovial and pleasant and speaks with 
true and contagious enthusiasm, without a desire to offend. We would say that 
his words, his enthusiasm and determination are youthful. Caldera is much 
more youthful today than when he was president. He is also more tolerant. 
Every politician accepts difficult questions with a forced smile, a look of 
hate and a stony face. We have learned this at RESUMEN with the need to al- 
ways seek the truth. However, the Caldera of today--rather, the Caldera look- 
ing toward 1983--welcomes them as if knowing that his advantage lies in the 
response. The person interviewed has many opportunities to have his way be- 
cause no matter how aggressive the journalist is, he must also publish the 
response. This is one of the "tricks" that the COPEI [Social Christian Party] 
candidate has mastered. 


The conversation was so long that the last 15 minutes cannot be reproduced 
verbatim because the tape recorder ran out. He was asked: "Are you going to 
repeat your previous government?" "No, that would be impossible. We live in 
a new reality, years have passed and the circumstances are different." What 
does the Caldera of today offer to the country that the Caldera of 1968 did 
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not have and don't tell me experience? He smiled openly: "You said the word, 
experience. Today (Wednesday) I was at a breakfast with the port workers. 
When they introduced me, they said: ‘Experience makes the difference.' I 
can contribute that experience and the desire to work for the country, a de- 
Sire that I know how to impress even on the youngest." 


We present the conversation below. 


Silvia Martinez: How was a consensus reached after so much "give and take" 
and so many detours? Why didn't COPEI choose the road of compromise that 
would have permitted it to gain time in its confrontation with Jaime Lusin- 
chi's candidacy? 


Rafael Caldera: Well, confrontations are always natural and appropriate. I 
think Montes de Oca's campaign had a large enough following which encouraged 
him to try to take his campaign all the way. However, it is obvious that, 
from the very first, we were all convinced that the party was going to adopt 
the solution that it did adopt at the end. 


Silvia Martinez: Perhaps if you were not so obstinately opposed to talking 
with Pepi's people without demanding his unconditional surrender which puts 
them in a submissive position. It has led to the ditty: "In the campaign 
and the government; the Calderists first and the Pepists after." 


Rafael Caldera: No, excuse me. With all due respect, I disagree with that 
interpretatim. First, I was not opposed to talking; I was opposed to 
negotiating. 


Silvia Martinez: But from the beginning you spoke of not negotiating and not 
talking. You even spoke of "mercenaries." 
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Rafael Caldera: No, I repeat. I did not negotiate but I talked a lot. They 
are two different things. To negotiate gives the idea of: "I will give this 
so they will give me that." "I will offer so much." That was not the idea or 
the situation. Talk, reason, persuade--we did that and I never denied it. 


Silvia Martinez: Anyway, many people were surprised at your intransigent or 
intolerant attitude, especially if we take into account that your career-- 
different from Betancourt's--has always been characterized by a certain tone 
of tolerance. The fact that while AD [Democratic Actim] has torn into I 
don't know how many divisions, COPEI is a party that has remained immune to a 
virus, a scourge, that has ruined national politics demonstrates this. I my- 
self commented recently that COPEI was the only Venezmelan party that had in- 
Stitutionalized its tendencies, its differences. 


Rafael Caldera: You used the word tendency which perhaps might be acceptable 
but I have tried to differentiate between what you call tendency and I call 
group. Organic groups in the heart of the party are the beginning of deteri- 
oration of the organic unity itself. I have always resisted that. Tendencies 
can be easily accepted and I would say that they are even necessary in modern 
parties but we must be implacable toward groups. Groups undermine parties, 
organizations, ideas. 


Silvia Martinez: I think that it is sometimes difficult to establish the 
difference between groups and tendencies, rebels and dissidents. 


Rafael Caldera: In any case, the important thing is to always hold the idea 
that a majority--that is, half plus me--can never deprive a minority--half 
minus one--of its rights. This has never happened at COPEI. I1 was secretary 
general of the party for 20 years. During those 20 years I think I can count 
on one hand the number of times we had to make decisims that were not sup- 
ported by the entire party, the minority and the majority. All the decisims 
were made, not unanimously but by consensus. Ideas were presented and dis- 
cussed. President Herrera said this in various interviews. I remember the 
interview in the anniversary issue of EL NACIONAL. In general, I spoke last 
on the national committee and listened attentively to the arguments of the 
Others. I did not try to authoritatively limit the discussion of what each 
one thought about this or that problem. That always functioned perfectly. 
The party has become so large but it still practices these methods, these 
procedures. However, in COPEI most of the decisions of its national committee 
--which is now a large body--are made unanimously or by consensus. This is a 
way Of acting, of proceeding, which has had magnificent results for us. 


Silvia Martinez: That is why I spoke at the beginning of the differences be- 
tween your leadership and Betancourt's and the different repercussims in 
both parties. 


Rafael Caldera: President Betancourt always acted under very difficult con- 
ditions. Some people, some critics, who not only fail to remember histori- 
cal facts but replace historical facts with their imagined ones, say: "Be- 
tancourt never accepted disagreement within his party." Remember, Betancourt 
always faced very difficult situations. In 1963, for example, the majority 
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of the CEN [National Executive Committee] of the AD controlled by Raul Ramos 
Jimenez insisted on the idea of an independent candidate. Several were men- 
tioned, beginning with a very respected, very well known and famous figure in 
university life--Dr Rafael Pizani. Before, in 1958, the AD national conven- 
tion did not meet to choose the candidate. There was no time. There were 
meetings, talks, discussions and negotiations until finally a candidate was 
chosen at a CEN meeting. Later, Domingo Alberto Rangel led a group of youths 
who opposed Betancourt and the so-called "old guard" of the party. Romulo 
confronted them with the support of Ramos Jimenez. In 1961 or 1962 when Ken- 
nedy visited the country, I recall that many people commented happily that 
the visit of the U.S. president had been a4 success, a triumph. That was a 
Sign that the country was finally on the road to stability. However, a month 
later Ramos Jimenez was promoting another division of the AD. Ramos Jimenez, 
who alleged to have the majority in the CEN, withdrew. At that time, they 
supported Betancourt, Prieto and Paz Galarraga. Later Prieto and Paz Gala- 
rraga confronted each other and it was repeatedly stated that the Margarita 
candidate had the majority in the primary electims. The majority had ig- 
nored him but he had the endorsement of Carlos Andres Perez. It is not know 
what would have happened if Betancourt had lived. 


Silvia Martinez: Yes, but you are telling me things that happened in a dia- 
metrically different way in COPEI. 


Rafael Caldera: Fortunately. 


Silvia Martinez: In other words, while you had the ability to exercise what 

I would call a new style of leadership, since you never faced dissidence in 
your party leading to traumatic division, Betancourt was always leaping from 
one division to another. This is what I believe has caused great harm to the 
AD. If me objectively analyzes it, AD has lost the battle against time since 
it is a party without relief generatims. On the other hand, COPEI abounds 
with relief. 


Rafael Caldera: Well, to a large degree that is a by-product of the dictator- 
ship because the absence of the main leacers of AD during the years of the 
dictatorship left the AD youth under the influence of theoretical Marxist doc- 
trinarians. When Betancourt returned from exile, he did not even know the 
secretary general of his party. They introduced him to Saez Merida who was 
the secretary general and he did not know him. Naturally, this is a unique 
occurrence. 


Silvia Martinez: In recent times, the role played by Rafael Caldera during 
the dictatorship has been criticized more and more. 


Rafael Caldera: Yes, when my candidacy appeared and to the degree that it 
became more obvious that my candidacy was inevitable. This will be one of 
the issues of the electoral campaign so ] am interested in discussing it any 
time I have the opportunity. The AD memters and even the presidential candi- 
date himself have committed the indiscretion of saying that I peacefully 
stayed here during the dictatorship. They have even said that I received 
government pay as director of the publishing committee for the works of 
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Andres Bello. They do not know that I went to the Ministry of Education then 
to have that pay far the director of the publishing committee withdraw. My 
predecessor, a very famous and hmorable Venezuelan, received it and I re- 
ceived it for some months. The work was really engrossing but I felt that 
the fact that I received 2,000 bolivares #s directar of the publishing com- 
mittee might be misinterpreted at some point. I went to the Ministry of Edu- 
cation, to Minister Jose Loreto Arismendi, and asked him to please eliminate 
that allocation. 1 cmmtinued at that post ad honorem. They say that I was 
peacefully here. Well, the people who lived here know different. They know 
that I was a prisoner at least eight times. It is true that, at the begin- 
ning, there were certain consideratims in the flag room of NS [Natimal Se- 
curity], a special police room. However, later I was sent to the dirtiest 
jails of the SN and also Obispo ‘jail, sleeping on the ground, eating with my 
hands and finally held incommunicado. This was like being kidnapped because 
the government refused to give any informatim about me. My wife received 
calls that I was seriously ill in a hospital but they could not find me any- 
where. She finally went to the home of the papal nuncio to ask him to find 
out if I was alive and where I was. The papal nuncio went to the SN. They 
told him: "You can tell his wife that he is perfectly well but you cannot 
see him." This is what Dr Lusinchi calls a peaceful life in that peculiar 
way that the AD members have of judging the conduct of others. He says that 
while he was in exile, I led a very peaceful life here. At the same time, he 
Says that President Herrera, who was ir exile, led a very comfortable life 
abroad. That is the AD way of putting things. 


Silvia Martinez: Well, there are golden exiles, right? 


Rafael Caldera: Yes, but the truth is that i think my presence in the coun- 
try played a primary role in the entire country's resistance of the dictator- 
ship. The acts of the natioal committee of CCPEI which were held in secret 
were written in my hand in an almost telegraphic language: sectio for such 
and such day, so and so, this was decided, that was decided. This presence, 
the mere fact of this presence, the fact that you were seen in the streets, 
that you were seen going by, was important. That was the time of a promo- 
tion by law students at Central University. The majority were communists, 

AD members, COPEI members, URD [Democratic Republican Union] members, people 
from all parties. There was a group Of people from my party but they were 

in the minority. My name was given to the promotion and in the speeches made 
to choose a sponsor for the promotion, they said: "The name of Caldera means 
a free university, a university without the SN." There was an effect. I was 
going to give my classes and the students knew that I was coming because they 
could hear the motorcycle of the SN guard in the distance. 


I was virtually taken prisoner but I think that this created an element of 
moral resistance because a man who was out in the street at all represented 

a rebellious attitude that the tyranny did not accept. However, the time 
came when they sent me into exile. I am not going to say that my exile was 
decisive but it had to have contributed something. They sent me out of Vene- 
zuela on 19 January. When I reached New York, the news had been sent ahead 
by a sharp journalist. My picture was incredibly on two columns of the fromt 
page of the NEW YORK TIMES. This anecdote which is not pertinent concerns a 
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daily presence, contacts with the youth and all the groups. This personal 
. tie has been very advantageous to the party and I believe that it has set a 
good example for the country. 


Silvia Martinez: Now you return to combat, this time against presidential 
Candidates. Lusinchi said that you now have to defend not only your govern- 
ment but also President Herrera's. 


Rafael Caldera: Well, that is the AD strategy. The AD does not want an elec- 
tion between Jaime Lusinchi and Rafael Caldera. It prefers to go back in 

time and present the election as a type of referendum: "You are going to 
yote on whether or not yo like the present government." The surveys reflect 
that the average Venezuelan has a good opinion of my first government with 
all its defects and faults. So they put another past on my shoulders. We 
already know what they are trying to do. There are 15 months to convince the 
country what is good for it. : 


Silvia Martinez: Returning to the differences between you and Betancourt and 
between AD and COPEI, you evidently expressed in your presidency your genera- 
tion's concept of how to govern the country. Then came a man from another 
generation, Luis Herrera. Then, in successive order, this government would 
correspond to Eduardo Fernandez, Alvarez Paz or even Montes de Oca. Why did 
you break this line of succession with your candidacy? 


Rafael Caldera: I have used a metaphor that some have picked up. I want to 
be an aircraft carrier that carries the best jets of the new generatims so 
they can fly deep within the country. I am going to govern with everyme, 
but I am going to preferably govern with the youngest. The generation that 
governs now unquestionably has many valuable people but it could also be in- 
terpreted that this generation is trying to stay in without giving the next 
one any opportunity. The most distinguished young politicians in my party 
have endorsed me. 


You mentioned Eduardo Fernandez, Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, Jose Curiel and we can 
add people like Abdon Vivas Teran, Julio Cesar Moreno and Juan Jose Rachadell 
with all the dissidence and cmflicts that we have had. The generation of 
youths endorses my position and also what I represent for them because you 
know what it means in a modern state when a candidate is known to 99 percent 
of the electorate. To begin with a new product, as is said in business, 
means a great effort. I do not have to begin to tell the people who I am. 
Some support me, others attack me, others view me impartially, but everyone 
knows me. The surveys have reflected that a large number have a good opinion 
of me, even those who expressed their intention to vote for the other. 


Silvia Martinez: The government seems to show a persistent decline in the 
surveys while you show an increase. This has led to the idea that you are 
the "best candidate of the worst government." My question would be: How do 
you plan to resolve, balance, convert those negative effects into positive 
aspects for your campaign? 


Rafael Caldera: Well, before answering that question, permit me to ask you 
one. If things were as you presented them--a simple outline--and you were 

















a political scientist, what would you advise the government party and the 
main opposition party to do as their electoral strategy? 


Silvia Martinez: I would advise them to differentiate you as the best candi- 
date of the worst government. 


Rafael Caldera: But you would begin by advising the opposition party to put 
all its efforts into an attack on the government and you would advise the 
government to choose the candidate who seems to have the best image despite 
adversities. There must not be any surprise at the decisions that both par- 
ties have made. 





Now, I believe that the people to a great extent understand that I have my 
Own personality. If someone tells the country that Jaime Lusinchi's govern- 
ment is going to be tutored by Carlos Andres Perez, it might be believed. 

But if someone tells the country that Rafael Caldera's government is going to 
be tutored by Luis Herrera, I don't think many will believe it. It is not 
necessary to assume antagonistic positions or be unjust toward a government. 
I believe--excuse me, because RESUMEN holds a position of systematic opposi- 
tion--that the opposition has at times been unjust and even ruthless. It has 
not acknowledged anything. The president does something that he has been re- 
quested to do and the opposition immediately says that it is bad. There is 
the case of gasoline. When the president said that the price would not in- 
crease, the top AD leaders asked: "How is it possible that the price does not 
increase?" When the president decided to increase the price of gasoline, the 
AD criticized him. 








Silvia Martinez: Without meaning to fight in the opposition, it is difficult 
to find successes in this government. 


Rafael Caldera: Look, sometimes there is a surprising success. The Bolivar 
sports competition seemed to bring discredit. They were held in Barquisimeto 
and turned out to be stupendous. Then the Central American games came and 
everyone assumed that we were going to do horribly and we exceeded every goal. 
There are popular cultural achievements where great efforts have been made. 
When I think that Fedora Aleman or Morella Munoz sang in my town, San Felipe. 
There are many things. 


Silvia Martinez: Even so, Dr Caldera, I imagine that your government will 
not be the same as President Herrera's. 


Rafael Caldera: Certainly not. 
Silvia Martinez: How will it be different? 


Rafael Caldera: I believe that it will be different because, among other 
things, the times are different. I think that it will fall to me to initiate 
a new stage in Venezuelan democracy with freedom, human rights and pluralism 
consolidated. Education will be developed in an impressive way. Changes can 
be made in results and programs but the way education has grown in & years 
is fabulous. Now the country wants a strong democracy within the law, the 
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guarantee of a firm hand to lead the country, a creative renewal, a struc- 
tural and contemporary viewpoint toward problems. 


There is a phenomenon that is dominating us: oil. Mexico's case has caused 
an immense impression on me. Mexico was shoved in our faces 4 years ago so 
that we would learn from them to develop oil. It seemed like the Mexican 
Situation was going to be stupendous because oil reached Mexico when there 
was already a developed agriculture, livestock and industries. The situation 
of Mexico today is critical. One asks: "Was Perez Alfonzo right when he 
said that oil is the devil's excrement?" Oil gives us mmey, easy money that 
does not generate employment. The entire industry is run with 40,000 people 
--1 percent of the work force. The other 99 percent has to get jobs from 
Other sources. 





I have met a lot with technicians recently. I hope to get aclear, concrete 
idea of all the problems. There are some activities in the petrochemical 
branch where it takes 2 million bolivares to give employment to one perso, 

in other wards, it would cost 2 billim bolivares to employ 1,000. It is im- 
portant for the national wealth and the economy but it leaves the problem of 
employment. We have to go to services. Rigid orthodox ecmomists say that 
services must not be developed until after the primary sector and the secondary 
sector have been developed. This is impossible because, among other things, 
the world is so interconnected. There is a key sector that seems very impor- 
tant to me: construction. Everything possible must be dme so that the con- 
struction industry becomes as large as possible because it offers the greatest 
number of direct or indirect jobs. It offers jobs to the mason, the laborer, 
the carpenter, and also the truck driver, transporter, manufacturer and in- 
dustry. We need that and a housing program. 


Silvia Martinez: Excuse me, Docta, but don't forget the 100,000 housing 
units per year that you promised during your presidency. 


Rafael Caldera: Yes, see how interesting? In 1963, 5 years before my elec- 
tion, I who have always been passionate about housing felt that the people 
did not "consider" the housing problem. I convoked a group of advisers, eco- 
nomists, engineers, builders and I told them I wanted a figure. Based on fi- 
nancial availabilities, material possibilities and human resources, they said: 
"100,000 housing units per year." Look at the impact this had since you re- 
member it and I did not mention the figure in my campaign. 


I did not have a majority in congress. I even appointed a minister for hous- 
ing. I prepared a housing protection bill, an urban territorial organization 
bill, a bill to establish the ministry but they were all pigemholed. The 
minister had to resign. Perhaps to satisfy a point of pride, in the last 

year we built 100,000 housing units but you cannot imagine the cost. However, 
this is an important program and it is necessary to find subsidies if neces- 
sary to stimulate prefabs. 


Silvia Martinez: Do-it-yourself construction. 


Rafael Caldera: Yes, do-it-yourself construction. We made an experiment in 
Yaracuy during this period that I consider a pilot project. My son Juan Jose 
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who is the youngest governor in this administration has developed my first 
government's idea of equipping the sectors. Now there are 60 sectors in the 
seven districts with more than 1,000 houses. The housing sells for a dow 
payment of less than 1,000 bolivares and a monthly payment of less than 100 
bolivares. It is housing with all utilities, two bedrooms, a living roon- 
dining room, laundry and bathroom and a piece of land in the back where addi- 
tional rooms can be added on. The beneficiaries contribute 40 percent of the 
cost by working. At the beginning, everyone does everything on Saturdays and 
Sundays; they are working people. When the houses are under roof, lots are 
drawn and each one begins to finish his own house. A program like this which 
includes an urban plan, plazas, sports installatims and even a church can be 
done throughout the country, with logical differences. However, there is a 
serious problem--middle-class housing which suffers the most. It is neces- 
sary to make it accéssible and encourage construction of rental housing be- 
Cause many are not in the positim to buy. That is a source of employment. 
Another could be tourism. Where there is tourism, there is infrastructure. 

I believe that it can be stimulated a little, even with foreign capital, 
Within reasonable norms to develop large tourist complexes here where there 
are fabulous beaches, mountains and natural beauty. That requires investment. 
Also Venezuela's immigation policy is antitourist. Since we have discovered 
the corruption that a legal immigrant comes with a tourist visa and remains 
in the country, it is harder to obtain a tourist visa than anything else. At 
times, it happens that a Brazilian friend who is in the United States and is 
going to return to Brazil is told: Why dm't you go to Venezuela to see it? 
Man, I would really like to! If there is no friendly intervention to get him 
a visa, the time passes and when they are ready to give him the visa, he no 
longer needs it. I believe that there are many possibilities. I think, I 
hope, that my government will be a government with imagination, that sees the 
small and the large. Today I was at a ceremony with the port workers in La 
Guaira. When I came, I saw trash falling from heaps in those sectors along 
the highway. That cannot be. It is necessary to collect it because other- 
wise one gets used to it. There are a number of small projects that help im- 
prove the quality of life. 


Silvia Martinez: They lead to the large ones. 


Rafael Caldera: Sometimes you go along a highway and find that traffic is 
stopped at a cloverleaf because different lanes flow into it. After you pass 
the cloverleaf, you feel relieved that you are still going. It is necessary 
to use those cloverleafs to keep traffic flowing. I go along Avenida Boyaca 
and I am pleased when I see that a small plaza that we made during my first 
government, Boyaca Plaza, is filled with people. Cars are parked along there. 
The people go to get a little fresh air, to see the city from up there. I 
still focus on that same avenue. There are some sites where it is impossible 
because of the geological nature of the terrain. However, there are plaes 
where not one but many little plazas are possible to give expansion to the 
people of Caracas. The democracy has done two important things for Caracas, 
the two most important it has done. One is the 198 decree under the provi- 
Sioal government that declared the national park of Avila and stopped the 
Cota Mil from rising; otherwise, Avila would have been eroded and destroyed. 
The other--excuse me for saying it--was when I dictated the Caracas protected 








zone. There were already tractars but the law maintained that green belt 
surrounding the city of Caracas. Only rural clubs, developments with very 
low density, can be built there--certain uses. 


Well, I have been insisting that popular clubs be built there. Every day 

you see announcements in the newspapers of large country clubs being built. 
Well, popular clubs can be built there where the city goes down to the shore. 
This must be encouraged. I believe it is necessary to seek every means of 
helping the people go to the shore because this city is saved by the beach. 

We have a beach year-round, a privilege few cities have. Well, it is neces- 
sary to do that. I suggested to the minister of transportation and communica- 
tions that it study one thing that seems dumb maybe, or simple but good. I 
have an idea and toss it out. Qn Sunday afternom beginning at 5 or 6 pm, all 
or almost all the lanes of the highway should be used to come up to the city. 
Then you have a double highway. Anyme who has to go dow at that time would 
wait until 10 pm or go before. Perhaps you could leave a shoulder where 
necessary traffic could travel. I believe that an effort should be made to 
fully restore the old La Guaira highway. Far someone who is not in a hurry, 
it was a pretty way but it costs money. 


Do you know a priority need of Caracas? Parking lots. If we had more parking 
Capacity, traffic would be much easier. You see a street and find that only 
a small space is left to travel on because the rest is filled with vehicles. 
Now I am going to mention something to you that surely you know but at times 
it is forgotten. We expropriated land during my first government in a block 
in Caracas facing the Ministry of Education building. We demolished the 
houses and excavated a large hole because we planned parking for 800 vehicles. 
Central Bank offered the money because it would serve for its personnel and 
customers. The 5 years of the Perez administration passed with an open hole; 
nothing was done, nothing was built. I believe it is necessary to make many 
parking lots. You know a project that I think is very urgent--parking lots 
at the metro stations, free and safe parking lots. I believe it is necessary 
to dictate an ardinance and I have said this to the president of the Munici- 
pal Council of Caracas and the Sucre District. It would be an ordinarce ex- 
cuSing taxes for a certain number of years and regulations for anyone who 
builds a vertical parking lot. Instead of making a parking lot far offices 
or for housing, they would make a parking building, naturally at useful sites 
where they are not going to create more problems. 


Silvia Martinez: Former president, one of the problems that the present gov- 
ernment--or rather, the last two governments--has been most criticized for 

is the reckless growth of the state, the rise of a monopolistic and absorbent 
state machinery that means expansion of the bureaucracy to unthinkable limits 
for a modern state and massive losses in the state enterprises. You governed 
during your last year with a budget of 14,524,000,000 bolivares. That means 
your government was run with great austerity. Could it be inferred that if 
you are elected president, we will return to that austerity, to that modest 
budget which is nothing more than the result of discipline and oganization 
of expenditures? 


Rafael Caldera: Iocan tell you something mare. Look at the figures of me 
of the most important industries--the Orinoco steel industry--and you will 
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see that during my first government its income and expenditures balanced. 
There was actually acash surplus. I dm 't dare say there were profits be- 
Cause there were depreciation and amortizatiom of the shares which a healthy 
economy would demand first in order to be able to speak of profits. I be- 
lieve that me of the most important duties that must be mravely faced is the 
state enterprises. Some estimate the losses of the state enterprises at 
15,000 [as published] bolivares a year--that is, more than that last budget 
you mentioned. It is necessary to tring in the most capable people to admin- 
ister. It is necessary to give a massive support. It is necessary to con- 
voke the backing of the public, the union organizations and the workers to be 
able to really face that problem, a very serious problem. 


The budget has three large drains at this time that some estimate at one- 
fifth the total each. That reduces the budget to almost nothing. Me is 
current expenditures, payment for the bureaucracy. Another is the debt ser- 
vice which becomes increasingly more cumbersome. The third is the losses of 
the state enterprises. These represent three-fifths. One of the other two- 
fifths goes almost completely for the states cmstitutimally. The really 
exploitable percentage in a budget that perhaps approaches 100 billim in 
the next 5-year period shrinks. This might leave mly about 20 billion to 
use which was the budget 10 years ago. Of course, a bolivar is worth much 
less domestically today. One night a woman told me a plrase that is perhaps 
exaggerated but has some basis: "The only thing cheap here in Venezela are 
dollars." 


Silvia Martinez: You said at the beginning that your oppment for the COPEI 
candidacy, farmer minister Montes de Oca, had a generous following in the 
party. Don't you think that, in spite of the consensus, that enthusiasm 
will end by causing fissures? 


Rafael Caldera: I want to tell you the following about those people who sup- 
ported Rafael Andres Montes de Oca. The immense majority is happy about the 
consensus; they are perfectly ready to join in. If there were some who had 
the intention that you mentioned, they are in such a ming ity that it would 

be fruitless for them to do that. Also it ca be clearly seen that my posi- 
tion of expansio is sincere and there really is no discrimination. The only 
discrimination is based on hmesty and competence. The readiness to acept 
and to incorporate all the people in the party and outside the party in this 
work is Sincere. At the beginning of this conversation, you mentioned Presi- 
dent Betancourt; I was his sincere friend fram the opposite trench. That 
made me recall what Jorge Dager, a very wise politician, once told me: "There 
are two politicians in Venezuela whom I have admired--you and President Be- 
tancourt. However, I prefer to have Rodolfo Jose Cardenas in the Central In- 
formation Office than Domingo Alberto Rangel in the oppositim." Really, I 
had good luck in my administration and I do not attribute it to my ow mer- 
its. I believe that I was very lucky. Circumstances and comditims helped me 
and they are not going to fail me now when I promise the country the most 
innovative government it has known. 
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COUNTRY SECTION . VENEZUELA 


CALDERA'S PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN DISCUSSED 
Caracas ZETA in Spanish 29 Aug 82 pp 10-11 


[Text] The events of recent days keep Caldera from unt ying 
his image from that of the government but give him the ne- 
cessary power to manage the communications media in what 
promises to be the dirtiest political campaign in this demo- 
cratic era. | 


At midmorning ™m Sunday, 9 July 1967, the pious women who have admired Dr 
Caldera since they were young crossed themselves in fright or disbelief when 
they saw the newspaper. For those who had taken their breakfast late, after 
Mass and communion, the shock was too much. There was no room for doubt. 

It was stated there and stated by Rafael Caldera. Could what Lara Pena, 
Caldera's old friend, whispered in defense of the Francoist rebellim against 
the Spanish Reds who violated nuns and churches be true? Was it true that 
Caldera had become the Antichrist? Well, it stated it there and Caldera 
stated it. 


"IT agree that Gustavo Machado should te released." 


Machado was condemned by a military tribunal that had found him guilty of 
conspiring with communist Fidel Castro to overtlrow the democratic regime by 
force. My God, what was this? The pious women could not understand politi- 
cal necessity, but Caldera knew what he was doing. He wm the presidential 
elections 17 months after those statements. 


Fine Web 


The difficulties that had to be conquered so that the small group meeting in 
the backroom of a laundry in Plaza Candelaria in 1946 became a party capable 
of fighting for power against that formidable histaric movement--Democratic 
Action--support Caldera in the task that he is ready to undertake. He is 
approaching 70 years of age, an age when most politicians cmcern themselves 
with the provisims related to their final rest. If Caldera fails in this, 
COPEI [Social Christian Party] can return to its old role as a small elitist 
and sectarian group. 


However, Caldera is a fine weaver. The incredible rapprochement with the 
pro-Moscow communists started in 1967 and still exists, giving him the 
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endorsement of brothers Gustavo Machado (PCV [Communist Party of Venezuela]) 
and Eduardo Machado (Communist Vanguard). This has not kept Caldera from 
retaining the unconditional and ative endarsement of defrocked clergymen 
like Oscar de Guruceaga and the archetype of acapitalist with U.S. ties like 
Alberto Vollmer. 


Only time presses. He must make up for a disadvantage of almost 20 percent 
in the polls which means, in absolute numbers, more than a million votes. 
Caldera has 15 mmths for that task. 


Domestic Front 


Caldera's greatest problem in this difficult task could be COPEI's terrible 
internal situation aggravated by the political project that Caldera has im- 
posed with the peremptoriness of his age. This project includes changing 
COPEI back to what it was before Lorenzo Fernandez' defeat in 1973 opened the 
way to the Christian Democrat trend with Luis Herrera Campins as its standard- 
bearer. In terms of power, this means that Caldera would try to establish a 
line of succession from the presidency that would pass through Jose Curiel, 
Eduardo Fernandez and Osvaldo Alvarez Paz. Fa leaders like Luis Herrera, 
Pedro Pablo Aguilar and Pepi Montes de Qa, the prospect means virtual poli- 
tical ostracism. 


Caldera is even capable of profiting from this. His adversaries’ frmt within 
the party is far from mmolithic. The capable and experienced founder has 
slipped through the visible cracks. Caldera has used Herrera's obvious in- 
tention to liquidate those within his own sector who dispute the leadership-- 
Aguilar and Montes de Oca--to force Montes de Qca's resignation and subse- 
quent acclamation at the COPEI Congress convoked this week. Its function 
Will no longer be to choose the party candidate but to ring COPEI leaders 
from all over the country and independent people tied to Christian Democracy 
together with the candidate. He is given the task of making up for this enaor- 
mous advantage that the polls concede to the opposition candidate, Jaime 
Lusinchi. 


When that meeting is held, there will be mutual spying among the COPEI lead- 
ers in the background. Pepi will be ruminating m his bitterness more toward 
Luis Herrera who "pulled the rug out from under him" than toward his natural 
adversary, Caldera. Herrera will be hoping that Jaime will liquidate Cal- 
dera in December 1983 like he--Herrera--liquidated Pedro Pablo at the COPEI 
convention where he denied effective suppart to the man from Trujillo and 
thus forced his departure from the General Secretariat. Pedro Pablo will be 
joining forces to demonstrate in 1984 that he is the only COPEI leader capa- 
ble of recmstructing a party destroyed by the defeat of its top leader, a 
function which he already trained for successfully after the defeat of Lorenzo 
Fernandez. Caldera himself will be sleeping with one eye open, aware that 

he cannot trust anyone in his ow house which is filled with those who have 
been his victims or fear being his victims in the future. 














. 


CAPTION: Acclamatim is the key in the climate of national candidacy that 
launches Caldera. To ahieve it, it was necessary to make @ agreement with 
Luis Herrera to force Pepi's withdrawal. That identifies Caldera with the 
present government, an impediment which Caldera will try to get rid of later. 
Caldera will try not to have photographs like this one repeated. 


The Clean and the Dirty 


Cladera is clear about the fact that he cannot win the election as a COPEI 
candidate, much less as a government candidate. He will have to give himself 
an independent image. However, the circumstances of the agreement which 
forced Pepi to renounce his aspiratiams already conspire against this image. 
The congress that will acclaim him was preceded, will be filled and will te 
succeeded with demmstratiaons of sameness between Caldera and Luis Herrera. 
The differentiatim that Caldera needs is becoming difficult. 


The image of the national candidate will be cmstructed. He is collecting 
support. The newspaper EL NACIONAL is conditioned by its enormous debt to 
the government, a debt that surpasses the real shares of the publishing com 
pany. Miguel Mrique Otero, the publisher's sa™m, will be the second deputy 
for Zulia and his friend, Alfredo Pena, will be the fourth for Lara. Trust 
Informativo Phelps enters the ring after a promise that Marcel Ganier will 
be made minister. Of course, the number of ministries would have to triple 
to fulfill so many promises but it is narmal for every candidate to promise 
each one what he dreams of. Afterwards, we will see. 
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However, that will not suffice. The number that Caldera needs, discounting 
the advantage that the polls give to the AD candidate, cannot be collected 
with just newspapers or televisiom. That has already been demonstrated. 

There is the possibility of using the media in an unexpected way. Jose Curiel 
and Oscar Yanes help in the laboratary where the secret weapons that psycholo- 
gically weaken Lusinchi must be conceived. His vulnerability toward certain 
attacks seems demonstrated in his latest televisim interviews where he looks 
timid as if waiting for personal references that have already been made in 
Jorge Olavarria's magazine. He is another who is already aligned despite the 
diversionist maneuver of a farcical candidacy by Causa R. Radio Caracas Tele- 
vision already has the agreement with Granier. In Venevision, the day begins 
with Sofia Imber supported by the budget of the Museum of Contemporary Art and 
ends with Alfredo Pena, a member of the Communist Vanguard. The Communist 
Party showed false indifference to better develop its agreements with Calderism. 


The campaign will be hard and dirty, the dirtiest that has been seen in this 
democratic era. 
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